










4. �Improve vehicle  
sustainability and  
circularity

4.1 �Vehicles should be environmentally  
sustainable throughout their lifecycle

4.2 �A new “repairability by design”  
requirement for vehicles and their components

Situation

As the EU is transitioning to a climate-neutral economy, the auto-
motive sector must lead the race to decarbonisation by all possible 
means. The aftermarket already plays an important role through 
vehicle repairs and maintenance, which improves sustainability 
and circularity. But more is needed to ensure that all actors in the 
value-chain cooperate in synchronicity against climate change.

Solution

Do not exclude technologies with a proven decarbonisation poten-
tial: apply the technology-neutrality principle in the CO2 Emission 
Performance Standards Regulation. Pursue the on-going revision 
of the End-of-Life Vehicles (ELV) legislation; allow independent 
operators to get access to the necessary information for circularity 
applications (part removal, reusing, remanufacturing, etc.)

Situation

New vehicle production techniques can impede their repairability. 
For example, giga-casting consists in building large single-block 
vehicle parts, thus hindering the replacement of individual  
components. Electric vehicles are increasingly difficult to repair, 
as battery cells are sometimes sealed or glued.

Solution

The EU should improve a new “repairability by design” requirement 
for all vehicles and their components, including electric vehicles 
and traction batteries, within sector-specific rules for the  
automotive aftermarket (e.g ELV or Type-Approval legislations).  
The European Commission should investigate the environmental, 
social and economical impacts of new vehicle production techniques 
such as giga-casting.
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5. �Professional skills:  
digitalisation and  
circular economy

5.1 �A highly skilled European  
automotive workforce

5.2 �Lifelong learning, a condition  
for successful European innovation

Situation

Technological change, decarbonisation and digitalisation of the 
automotive sector are leading to shortages in skilled workers.  
More professionals with specialised technical and digital knowl-
edge are needed to keep vehicles safe, performant, sustainable 
and compliant.

Solution

The European Commission should identify strategic sectors in 
need of highly specialised technical skills aligned with the EU 
policy objectives, such as digitalisation and the transition towards 
climate-neutral road transport. Member States should develop the 
necessary educational programmes in those strategic sectors. 

Situation

Innovation is beneficial to society when it creates accessible  
professional opportunities for all. In the automotive aftermarket, 
SMEs are the main employers in Europe. Keeping up with the rapid 
pace of technological innovation requires constant learning and 
more accessible professional reconversion.

Solution

The EU research and education programmes, as well as the EU 
cohesion and structural funds, should further support the develop-
ment of lifelong professional learning and reconversion in sectors 
with high technological innovation, such as the automotive sector 
and its aftermarket.
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Notes
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FIGIEFA has undertaken measures to ensure the correctness of  
the representations made in this brochure. It should, however,  
be noted that the explanations given herein are of a general nature.  
As any individual case may bear different characteristics and as  
details may differ because of national laws applicable in each  
EU Member State, they are not meant to replace specific legal advice.
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