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THE VIRCHOW PRIZE 2025THE VIRCHOW PRIZE 2025

The Virchow Prize 2025 was awarded to Quarraisha Abdool
Karim from South Africa and Zulfiqar A. Bhutta from
Pakistan for their pioneering, lifelong leadership in
advancing maternal, newborn and child health equity
through community-centred, evidence-based research. 

The Virchow Prize Ceremony was hosted by the Governing
Mayor of Berlin, Kai Wegner, at Berlin City Hall (Rotes
Rathaus). The ceremony was held on Saturday, 11 October
2025 and welcomed around 300 international guests from
across the health sector, from civil society, academia,
politics, private sector as well as development cooperation.
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Rudolf Virchow’s work on social medicine has earned Berlin a
special reputation as a centre for health sciences. Virchow’s
insight that medicine is a social science and that societal
conditions have a decisive influence on health remains more
relevant today than ever. At a time when global health
cooperation is coming under pressure, the prize named after
him builds on this recognition and supports initiatives that
contribute to health for all in a spirit of international solidarity.
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FRANK-WALTER STEINMEIER

President of the 
Federal Republic of Germany

High Patron | Virchow Prize 2022 
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From the Book “Rudolf Virchow, The Virchow Foundation,
The Virchow Prize – Towards Health for All”, September 2025

Photograph: Federal Government / Steffen Kugler

PREFACE



Since 2022, the prestigious Virchow Prize has been awarded in Berlin. I am very pleased that our
city hosts this distinguished ceremony. Thanks to its worldwide reputation, interdisciplinary
profile, and clear ethical position, the Virchow Prize has long been one of the leading awards in
global health research.

The Virchow Prize goes hand in hand with Berlin: Rudolf Virchow, a physician, researcher, and
politician in our city, epitomised the virtues of medical excellence and social responsibility.
Today, Berlin remains committed to his goal of combining scientific advancement with good
healthcare for everyone. 

As a modern healthcare hub, Berlin stands for the ideal combination of research excellence,
leading hospitals, and an innovative healthcare economy. About 400,000 people work in
Berlin’s healthcare sector – at Charité and Berlin’s many other hospitals, at universities and
research institutes, and at startups and companies in the life sciences. Together, they make
healthcare an engine of growth and employment for Berlin. And they all contribute to
advancing medical progress – with new treatments, digital solutions, or innovative healthcare
ideas.

With all this in mind, I am delighted that the Virchow Prize honours individuals and
organizations who exemplify the approach that distinguished Rudolf Virchow: linking research
with social responsibility and science with empathy. 

I offer my warmest congratulations to all the recipients of the Virchow Prize for this honour. And
thank you to the Virchow Foundation for awarding a prize that highlights scientific excellence
and global commitment – and, as a result, further strengthens Berlin’s standing as an
international centre for healthcare.

Kai Wegner
Governing Mayor of Berlin

HIGH PATRON OF THE
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From the Book “Rudolf Virchow,
The Virchow Foundation,

The Virchow Prize –
Towards Health for All”,

September 2025

Governing Mayor Kai Wegner has been a steadfast
supporter of the Virchow Foundation and its
flagship initiative, the Virchow Prize. Since
assuming office in 2023, he has delivered keynote
remarks at each of the Prize’s annual award
ceremonies and has been instrumental in elevating
Berlin as a leading global health hub. 

WELCOME NOTE



Building societies and economies that put health at the centre requires decisive action in three key
dimensions: promoting, providing and protecting health.

First, promoting health means an emphasis on preventing disease and addressing its root causes.
The axiom that prevention is better than cure remains as true now as when it was first uttered.
Because health is not created primarily in hospitals or clinics, but in homes and communities, streets
and markets, workplaces and our environment – in the air people breathe, the food they eat, and the
conditions in which they live and work. 

Second, providing health means ensuring that when people do need care, they have equitable
access to the essential health services they need, without facing financial hardship. This entails
reorienting health systems towards primary healthcare, as the foundation of universal health
coverage. In turn, that entails strengthening the health workforce; improving the quality and safety
of health services; increasing access to essential medicines and vaccines; and reducing out-of-pocket
health spending. 

Third, protecting health means making populations safer from epidemics and pandemics by
strengthening health emergency preparedness and response, nationally, regionally and globally.
Much work has been done in this area since the COVID-19 pandemic to strengthen the many
dimensions of health security: financing, surveillance, accountability, emergency workforce,
equitable access to vaccines and other tools, and more. The new WHO Pandemic Agreement, and
the amended International Health Regulations, are vital instruments of international law to ensure a
more coordinated and equitable response to future pandemics. 

In the tradition of the great Rudolf Virchow, Germany has been a critical partner and standout leader
in supporting health system strengthening to build a healthier and more equitable world, and to
catalysing positive change on the path towards the Sustainable Development Goals. It has
demonstrated exceptional political leadership and vision in helping to strengthen the global health
architecture for future generations, including hosting the WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic
Intelligence in Berlin and being home to 27 WHO Collaborating Centres that provide critical research
to improve health and well-being.

The steadfast commitment of Germany and of the Virchow Foundation to global health are vital
contributions to fulfilling the vision on which WHO was founded in 1948: the highest attainable
standard of health for all people, as a fundamental human right.

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General
World Health Organization (WHO)
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The Virchow Prize highlights the importance of
international, interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral
cooperation for global health. It is a testament to the power
of global collaboration and the critical need for innovative
approaches to the many challenges we face in health
today. The pioneering efforts of the Virchow Prize laureates
not only advance our understanding of complex health
systems but also underscore the importance of
collaborative solutions and the interconnectedness
between resilient health systems and planetary health.
Strong health systems are the backbone of our response to
health emergencies and the delivery of equitable health
services. 
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I n  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  we  we re  d e e p l y  h o n o u re d  to  ce l e b ra te  Q u a r ra i s h a  A b d o o l
Ka r i m  a n d  Z u l f i q a r  A .  B h u tt a  a s  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze  2 0 2 5  L a u rea te s .  T h ro u g h
t h e i r  p i o n e e r i n g  co n t r i b u t i o n s  to  m a te r n a l ,  n ew b o r n ,  a n d  c h i l d  h ea l t h ,
t h e i r  co m m i t m e n t  to  s c i e n t i f i c  exce l l e n ce ,  a n d  t h e i r  t i re l e s s  a d vo c a c y  fo r
h ea l t h  e q u i ty ,  t h ey  h ave  i m p rove d  t h e  l i ve s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  a ro u n d
t h e  wo r l d .  T h e i r  wo r k  exe m p l i f i e s  t h e  h o l i s t i c  a n d  i n te rd i s c i p l i n a r y
a p p ro a c h  t h a t  l i e s  a t  t h e  h ea r t  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze .  T h ey  n ow  j o i n  a n
exce p t i o n a l  co m m u n i ty  o f  l a u rea te s  co m p r i s i n g  J o h n  N .  N ke n g a s o n g
( 2 0 2 2 ) ,  R o s e  G a n a  Fo m b a n  L e ke  ( 2 0 2 3 ) ,  a n d  L u c y  G i l s o n  to g e t h e r  w i t h
J o h a n  R o c ks t rö m  ( 2 0 24 ) .  Co l l e c t i ve l y ,  t h e s e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d
l ea d e r s  d e m o n s t ra te  h ow  v i s i o n a r y  re s ea rc h ,  co u ra g e o u s  l ea d e r s h i p ,  a n d
i n te r n a t i o n a l  co l l a b o ra t i o n  c a n  h e l p  a d d re s s  t h e  co m p l ex  c h a l l e n g e s
fa c i n g  h u m a n i ty .

T h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze  2 0 2 5  Awa rd  L e c t u re s  a n d  Ce re m o ny  o n  t h e  eve  o f  t h e
Wo r l d  H ea l t h  S u m m i t  i n  B e r l i n  o n ce  a g a i n  b ro u g h t  to g e t h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g
re p re s e n t a t i ve s  f ro m  s c i e n ce ,  m e d i c i n e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  d i p l o m a c y,  p h i l a n t h ro py,
b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e ty.  T h ro u g h  i n s p i r i n g  l e c t u re s ,  h i g h - l eve l
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  e n co u n te r s ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  rea f f i r m e d  a  s h a re d
co m m i t m e n t  to  a d va n c i n g  g l o b a l  h ea l t h  a s  a  co m m o n  g o o d .  O u r  co n t i n u e d
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  i n te r n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s  a n d  l ea d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s
s t re n g t h e n e d  t h e  d i a l o g u e  b e twe e n  re s ea rc h ,  p o l i c y,  a n d  s o c i e ty  a n d
h i g h l i g h te d  t h e  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  ev i d e n ce - b a s e d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n
a d d re s s i n g  t h e  i n te rco n n e c te d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  o u r  t i m e .  T h e  g row i n g
i n te r n a t i o n a l  v i s i b i l i ty  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  re f l e c t s  a  s h a re d
re co g n i t i o n  t h a t  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  c a n  o n l y  e m e rg e  t h ro u g h
co o p e ra t i o n  a c ro s s  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  s e c to r s ,  a n d  b o rd e r s .

A s  we  l o o k  b a c k  o n  2 0 2 5 ,  we  a re  re m i n d e d  t h a t  R u d o l f  V i rc h ow ' s  l e g a c y  i s
m o re  re l eva n t  t h a n  eve r .  I n  a  wo r l d  i n c rea s i n g l y  s h a p e d  by  g e o p o l i t i c a l
co n f ro n t a t i o n ,  a r m e d  co n f l i c t s ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n  c r i s e s ,  c l i m a te  c h a n g e ,  n ew
t h rea t s  o f  p a n d e m i c s  a n d  g row i n g  s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t
g u i d e d  Vi rc h ow ' s  l i fe  a n d  wo r k  o f fe r  b o t h  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  h o p e .  I n s p i re d  by
t h e  i d ea l s  o f  t h e  E n l i g h te n m e n t ,  h e  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  k n ow l e d g e ,
f re e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t ,  s o c i a l  re s p o n s i b i l i ty ,  a n d  re s p e c t  fo r  h u m a n  d i g n i ty
a re  i n s e p a ra b l e  fo u n d a t i o n s  o f  p ea ce  a n d  p ro g re s s .  H i s  co nv i c t i o n  t h a t
h ea l t h  i s  n o t  m e re l y  t h e  a b s e n ce  o f  d i s ea s e  b u t  a  p re re q u i s i te  fo r  j u s t i ce ,
p ro s p e r i ty ,  a n d  s o c i e t a l  s t a b i l i ty  co n t i n u e s  to  g u i d e  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e
Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n .

F O U N D E R S  O F  T H E  V I R C H O W  F O U N D A T I O N  
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F R I E D E  S P R I N G E R

G E R A L D  H .  H A U G

R O L A N D  G Ö H D E

D E T L E V  G A N T E N

T h e s e  a c h i eve m e n t s  a re  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  m a ny
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  g e n e ro u s l y  co n t r i b u te  t h e i r  ex p e r t i s e ,  ex p e r i e n ce ,  a n d
co m m i t m e n t  to  o u r  m i s s i o n .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  we
ex p re s s  o u r  s i n ce re  g ra t i t u d e  to  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  Tr u s te e s ,  t h e
I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze  Co m m i tte e ,  a n d
a l l  t h o s e  s e r v i n g  i n  o u r  a d v i s o r y  b o d i e s  a n d  wo r k i n g  g ro u p s .  T h e i r
t h o u g h t f u l  d e l i b e ra t i o n s ,  i n te l l e c t u a l  i n d e p e n d e n ce ,  a n d  u nwave r i n g
co m m i t m e n t  h ave  b e e n  e s s e n t i a l  to  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  exce l l e n ce ,
i n te g r i ty ,  a n d  i n te r n a t i o n a l  re p u t a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d
t h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze .  We  a re  e q u a l l y  g ra te f u l  to  o u r  p a r t n e r s ,  s u p p o r te r s ,
a m b a s s a d o r s ,  a n d  t h e  Fo u n d a t i o n  tea m ,  w h o s e  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d
p ro fe s s i o n a l i s m  h ave  m a d e  2 0 2 5  a n o t h e r  s u cce s s f u l  yea r .

A s  t h i s  Yea r b o o k  d o c u m e n t s ,  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  co n t i n u e s  to  b u i l d
b r i d g e s  b e twe e n  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c u l t u re s ,  a n d  g e n e ra t i o n s .  A t  a
t i m e  w h e n  d i v i s i o n  a n d  u n ce r t a i n ty  t h rea te n  i n te r n a t i o n a l  co o p e ra t i o n ,  we
re m a i n  co nv i n ce d  t h a t  h ea l t h  c a n  s e r ve  a s  a  u n i f y i n g  fo rce  fo r  p ea ce ,
s u s t a i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t ,  a n d  h u m a n  d i g n i ty .  We  t h a n k  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h ave
a cco m p a n i e d  a n d  s u p p o r te d  u s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  p a s t  yea r .  To g e t h e r ,  we  w i l l
co n t i n u e  to  u p h o l d  R u d o l f  V i rc h ow ' s  e n d u r i n g  v i s i o n  a n d  wo r k  towa rd s  a
h ea l t h i e r ,  m o re  j u s t ,  a n d  m o re  p ea ce f u l  wo r l d .

Yo u r s  s i n ce re l y ,
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T h e  yea r  2 0 2 5  m a r ke d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p h a s e  i n  t h e  co n t i n u e d  d eve l o p m e n t  o f
t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  re i n fo rc i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t
i n te r n a t i o n a l  n o t- f o r - p ro f i t  p l a t fo r m  d e d i c a te d  to  a d va n c i n g  ‘ H ea l t h  fo r
A l l ’  w i t h  t h e  h i g h l y  e n d owe d  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze  s t i m u l a t i n g  s c i e n ce ,  p o l i c y
d i a l o g u e ,  i n te rd i s c i p l i n a r y  co l l a b o ra t i o n ,  a n d  p u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t .  G u i d e d
by  R u d o l f  V i rc h ow ’s  co nv i c t i o n  t h a t  h ea l t h  i s  i n s e p a ra b l e  f ro m  i t s  s o c i a l ,
p o l i t i c a l ,  e co n o m i c  a n d  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  d e te r m i n a n t s ,  t h e  Vi rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n  co n t i n u e d  to  s t re n g t h e n  i t s  co n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  g l o b a l  h ea l t h
a rc h i te c t u re  a t  a  t i m e  o f  m u c h  i n c rea s i n g  g e o p o l i t i c a l  u n ce r t a i n ty  a n d
g row i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  to  m u l t i l a te ra l  co o p e ra t i o n .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  co n t i n u o u s  e m p h a s i s  wa s  p l a ce d  o n  p ro m o t i n g  t h e  U n i te d
N a t i o n s  S u s t a i n a b l e  D eve l o p m e n t  G o a l s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  h ea l t h  a s  b o t h  a
f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t  a n d  a  p re re q u i s i te  fo r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t
a s  we l l  a s  s e r v i n g  a s  p re d e s t i n e d  e n t r y  p o i n t ,  co m p a s s  a n d  p ro o f  o f
e f f i c a c y  a n d  s u cce s s  to  a l l  1 7  S D G s .  

T h ro u g h  a d vo c a c y  i n i t i a t i ve s  t h e  Fo u n d a t i o n  f u r t h e r  s t re n g t h e n e d
awa re n e s s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  s c i e n ce - i n fo r m e d  p o l i c y m a k i n g  a n d  c ro s s -
s e c to ra l  co l l a b o r a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  co n tex t ,  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  p l aye d  a
l ea d i n g  ro l e  i n  i n i t i a t i n g  a n d  s h a p i n g  t h e  ‘ J o i n t  C a l l  o n  M i g ra t i o n  a n d
H ea l t h ’ ,  b r i n g i n g  to g e t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  re p re s e n t a t i ve s  f ro m  s c i e n ce ,
i n te r n a t i o n a l  o rg a n i s a t i o n s ,  p o l i c y,  c i v i l  s o c i e ty  a n d  t h e  p r i va te  s e c to r .  T h e
i n i t i a t i ve  e m p h a s i s e s  t h a t  m i g ra t i o n  a n d  h ea l t h  a re  i n s e p a ra b l e  f ro m
g l o b a l  p u b l i c  h ea l t h ,  h ea l t h  s e c u r i ty  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t ,  a n d
c a l l s  fo r  re n ewe d  i n te r n a t i o n a l  l ea d e r s h i p  a t  a  t i m e  o f  i n c rea s i n g
d i s p l a ce m e n t ,  g e o p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  co n s t ra i n t s .  I t  u rg e s
re i n fo rce d  c ro s s - s e c to ra l  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d  i nve s t m e n t  i n  m i g ra n t- i n c l u s i ve
h ea l t h  sy s te m s ,  i m p rove d  p re p a re d n e s s  fo r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  c r i s e s ,  a n d
s u s t a i n e d  p ro te c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  to  h ea l t h .  

A  f u r t h e r  j o i n t  c a l l  w i t h  a c t i ve  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n
u n d e r s co re d  t h e  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  G e r m a ny ’s  p o l i t i c a l  fo c u s  o n
g l o b a l  h ea l t h .

T h e  ce n t ra l  h i g h l i g h t  o f  2 0 2 5  wa s  t h e  a n n o u n ce m e n t  a n d  t h e  ce l e b r a t i o n
o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze  2 0 2 5 ,  awa rd e d  j o i n t l y  to  Q u a r ra i s h a  A b d o o l  Ka r i m  a n d
Z u l f i q a r  A .  B h u tt a  i n  re c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p i o n e e r i n g  l i fe l o n g  l ea d e r s h i p  i n
a d va n c i n g  m a te r n a l ,  n ew b o r n  a n d  c h i l d  h ea l t h  t h ro u g h  co m m u n i ty-
ce n t re d ,  ev i d e n ce - b a s e d  re s ea rc h .  

I m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  m i l e s to n e s  we re  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  H i g h
Pa t ro n a g e  o f  t h e  Fo u n d a t i o n  by  t h e  G ove r n i n g  M ayo r  o f  B e r l i n ,  Ka i
We g n e r ,  u n d e r s co r i n g  t h e  c i ty ’s  g row i n g  ro l e  a s  a n  i n te r n a t i o n a l  h u b  fo r
g l o b a l  h ea l t h ,  a n d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  Pro fe s s o r  C h r i s to p h  M a r ks c h i e s  a s
Fo u n d a t i o n  Pre s i d e n t ,  fo l l ow i n g  Fo u n d i n g  Pre s i d e n t  Pro fe s s o r  G e ra l d  H a u g
a n d  f u r t h e r  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  i n te rd i s c i p l i n a r y  p ro f i l e  by
s t re n g t h e n i n g  t h e  i n te g ra t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  exce l l e n ce  w i t h  e t h i c a l ,
h i s to r i c a l  a n d  s o c i e t a l  p e r s p e c t i ve s .  
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R O L A N D  G Ö H D E

C O - F O U N D E R  &  C E O
V I R C H O W  F O U N D A T I O N

Fu r t h e r  d e d i c a te d  a c t i v i t i e s  co m p r i s e d  t h e  j o i n t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  s e p s i s  w i t h
o u r  c l o s e  p a r t n e r ,  t h e  G l o b a l  S e p s i s  A l l i a n ce ,  co n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  o u r  l a u rea te s
a t  t h e  G e r m a n  B u n d e s t a g  a n d  t h e  Wo r l d  H ea l t h  S u m m i t ,  c o - s h a p i n g  a  n ew
l eve l  o f  t h e  Fre n c h - G e r m a n - E u ro p ea n  a x i s  i n  g l o b a l  h ea l t h  c o o p e r a t i o n
c l o s e l y  to g e t h e r  w i t h  o u r  c o l l ea g u e s  f ro m  t h e  O n e  S u s t a i n a b l e  H ea l t h  fo r
A l l  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  a n d  co - o rg a n i s i n g  t h e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  U r b a n  H ea l t h  S u m m i t
2 0 2 5  to g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  I n te rA c a d e my  Pa r t n e r s h i p ,  t h e  B e r l i n - B r a n d e n b u rg
A c a d e my  o f  S c i e n ce s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  Vo l kswa g e n S t i f t u n g .  

L ea d i n g  re p re s e n t a t i ve s  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  h ave  a c t i ve l y
p a r t i c i p a te d  a t  eve n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  Wo r l d  H ea l t h  A s s e m b l y,  t r ave l l e d  w i t h
t h e  G e r m a n  Fe d e ra l  Pre s i d e n t  to  t h re e  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  we re
e n g a g e d  i n  g l o b a l  h ea l t h  d i a l o g u e s ,  e .g .  a t  U N  o rg a n i s a t i o n s  i n  N ew  Yo r k
a n d  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  U S  Co n g re s s  i n  Wa s h i n g to n ,  D .C .  

Ta ke n  to g e t h e r ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  2 0 2 5  d e m o n s t ra te  t h e  co n t i n u e d
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  a s  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  g l o b a l  a c to r
c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  d i f fe re n t  s e c to r s  a n d  i t s  m a j o r  a c to r s  t h ro u g h  t h e
p re s t i g i o u s  Vi rc h ow  Pr i z e .  B y  c e l e b r a t i n g  t ra n s fo r m a t i ve  s c i e n t i f i c
a c h i eve m e n t  a n d  f o s te r i n g  i n te r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e ra t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c
e n g a g e m e n t ,  we  a d va n ce  R u d o l f  V i rc h ow ’s  e n d u r i n g  v i s i o n .  

C l o s e  to  o u r  5  a n n i ve r s a r y,  we  s u m m a r i s e d  t h e  Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  a n d  Pr i ze ’s
evo l u t i o n  i n  t h e  b o o k  “ R u d o l f  V i rc h ow,  T h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  T h e
Vi rc h ow  Pr i z e  –  Towa rd s  H ea l t h  f o r  A l l ”  f ea t u r i n g  a  Pre fa ce  by  t h e  G e r m a n
Fe d e r a l  Pre s i d e n t  a s  we l l  a s  We l c o m e  N o te s  by  t h e  G ove r n i n g  M ayo r  o f
B e r l i n  a n d  t h e  D i re c to r - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Wo r l d  H ea l t h  O rg a n i z a t i o n ,
p u b l i s h e d  by  M W V  –  M e d i z i n i s c h  Wi s s e n s c h a f t l i c h e  Ve r l a g s g e s e l l s c h a f t .

t h

We  re m a i n  s i n ce re l y  g ra te f u l  to  a l l  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  co l l ea g u e s ,  p a r t n e r s  a n d
s u p p o r te r s ,  t h e  e s te e m e d  h o n o ra r y  V i rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze
Co m m i tte e  M e m b e r s ,  a n d  o u r  tea m  a t  t h e  Fo u n d a t i o n  S e c re t a r i a t .

T h a n ks  to  yo u r  co n t i n u e d  s p i r i t ,  co m m i t m e n t ,  s u p p o r t ,  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d
t r u s t ,  we  a re  a b s o l u te l y  co n f i d e n t  to  s u cce s s f u l l y  e n te r  a n d  s h a p e  t h e  n ex t
5  yea r s  w h i l e  j o i n t l y  ce l e b ra t i n g  w i t h  yo u  o u r  5  a n n i ve r s a r y  i n  t h e  yea r
2 0 2 6 .

t h
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RUDOLF VIRCHOW
1821 - 1902

R u d o l f  V i r c h o w  i s  a  u n i q u e  e x a m p l e  o f  a  g r e a t  s c i e n t i s t ,  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,
p a t h o l o g i s t ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  s o c i o l o g i s t  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c i a n  w h o ,  w i t h
h i s  i d e a s ,  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  h a d  p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  h e a l t h
a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .

B o r n  o v e r  2 0 0  y e a r s  a g o  o n  1 3  O c t o b e r  1 8 2 1 ,  V i r c h o w  w o r k e d  a s  a  p h y s i c i a n
a t  C h a r i t é .  A s  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  B e r l i n  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  h e
b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  m o d e r n
m e d i c i n e .  

V i r c h o w  u n i t e d  i n  o n e  p e r s o n  t h e  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  i n t e r s e c t o r a l  a n d
h u m a n i s t i c  c o n c e p t  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  w h i c h  i s  n e e d e d  t o d a y  t o  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h
a t  a  g l o b a l  s c a l e .  

R u d o l f  V i r c h o w  i s  t h u s  a  r o l e  m o d e l  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  o v e r c o m e
c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h i n  h e a l t h  a n d
r e l a t e d  a r e a s .  
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OUR MISSION
T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  g l o b a l  a n d  p u b l i c
h e a l t h .  T h i s  s h a l l  b e  r e a l i s e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
m e a s u r e s :

A w a r d i n g  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  e x p e d i e n t  p u b l i c
r e l a t i o n s  w o r k .
P r o m o t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h
r e s u l t s .
T h e  n e t w o r k i n g  o f  a c t o r s ,  g r o u p s  o f  a c t o r s  a n d  s e c t o r s  ( c i v i l
s o c i e t y ,  N G O s ,  s c i e n c e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  b u s i n e s s )  r e l a t i n g  t o  g l o b a l
h e a l t h  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .
S y m p o s i u m s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  c a n  b e  s u p p o r t e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  s t r i v e s  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f
g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  i n  a  t a r g e t e d  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a n n e r
a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  b o t h  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  a c k n o w l e d g e s ,  s u p p o r t s  a n d  r e l a t e s  i t s
w o r k  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e
o u r  p l a n e t  E a r t h  a n d  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a  h e a l t h y  l i f e  i n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f
t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  ( S D G s )  o n  t h e  U N
2 0 3 0  A g e n d a .  

I n  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e
V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  r e c o g n i s e s  i n n o v a t i o n s  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g
s i g n i f i c a n c e  h a v i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  b r o a d
f i e l d  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .  
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Wi t h  o n l y  a  few  yea r s  re m a i n i n g  to
a c h i eve  t h e  U n i te d  N a t i o n s  2 03 0  A g e n d a ,
t h e  u rg e n c y  to  a cce l e ra te  p ro g re s s  a c ro s s
a l l  1 7  S u s t a i n a b l e  D eve l o p m e n t  G o a l s
( S D G s )  h a s  n eve r  b e e n  g rea te r .  

R e co g n i s i n g  h ea l t h  a s  a  u n i f y i n g  t h rea d
a c ro s s  a l l  S D G s ,  t h e  2 03 0  A g e n d a  f ra m e s
i t  a s  a n  e n t r y  p o i n t  to  s o c i a l  j u s t i ce ,
g e n d e r  e q u i ty ,  a n d  p l a n e t a r y
s tewa rd s h i p .  T h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n
re m a i n s  co m m i tte d  to  c h a m p i o n i n g
h o l i s t i c ,  c ro s s - s e c to ra l  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t
p ro m o te  e q u i t a b l e  h ea l t h  a n d  we l l - b e i n g
fo r  a l l .

I n  2 0 2 5 ,  we  h o n o u re d  Q u a r ra i s h a  A b d o o l
Ka r i m  a n d  Z u l f i q a r  A .  B h u tt a  fo r  t h e i r
p i o n e e r i n g ,  l i fe l o n g  l ea d e r s h i p  i n
a d va n c i n g  m a te r n a l ,  n ew b o r n  a n d  c h i l d
h ea l t h  e q u i ty  t h ro u g h  co m m u n i ty-
ce n t re d ,  ev i d e n ce - b a s e d  re s ea rc h .  T h e i r
wo r k  i l l u m i n a te s  t h e  v i t a l  co n n e c t i o n s
b e twe e n  S D G  3 :  G o o d  H ea l t h  a n d  We l l -
B e i n g ,  S D G  5 :  G e n d e r  E q u a l i ty ,  S D G  1 0 :
R e d u ce d  I n e q u a l i t i e s ,  a n d  S D G  1 7 :
Pa r t n e r s h i p s  fo r  t h e  G o a l s .

T h ro u g h  o u r  co n t i n u e d  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h
p o l i c y  l ea d e r s ,  re s ea rc h  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d
c i v i l  s o c i e ty  p a r t n e r s  wo r l d w i d e ,  t h e
Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  fo s te r s  i n c l u s i ve
d i a l o g u e ,  l o n g - te r m  co l l a b o ra t i o n ,  a n d
i n n ova t i ve  t h i n k i n g  a s  we  n av i g a te  t h e
f i n a l  s t re tc h  towa rd s  2 03 0 .

Sustainable
Development 
Goals 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  

V IRCHOW PRIZE  COMMITTEE

T h e  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  c o m p r i s e  l e a d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s
w i t h  b r o a d  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l  t r a c k  r e c o r d  c o v e r i n g  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  s e c t o r s
a n d  d i s c i p l i n e s  i n  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .

VIRCHOW FOUNDATION
COMMITTEES 

T h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  s t e e r s  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  a n d  s t r a t e g y ,
a i m i n g  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  p u r p o s e  a n d  m i s s i o n  a s  l a i d  d o w n  i n  t h e  S t a t u t e s  o f
t h e  F o u n d a t i o n .  C u r r e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n :  v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / b o a r d - o f - t r u s t e e s /

C o m p r i s e d  o f  l e a d i n g ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  w i t h  a  s h a r e d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h
w o r l d w i d e ,  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  p r o v i d e s  s t r a t e g i c  g u i d a n c e  o n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f
b o t h  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  C o m m i t t e e .  M e m b e r s  o f
t h e  C o u n c i l  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  s u c c e s s  t h r o u g h  c r o s s - s e c t o r a l
c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a l i g n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a  S D G s .  C u r r e n t
c o m p o s i t i o n :  v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / c o u n c i l /

T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  C o m m i t t e e  i s  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  j u r y  t h a t  e l a b o r a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e
l a u r e a t e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e ,  a w a r d e d  a n n u a l l y  b y  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n .
T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  s h o w  f u l l  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e
V i r c h o w  P r i z e  a n d  t o  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  o v e r a l l  m i s s i o n  a n d  g o a l s .  C u r r e n t
c o m p o s i t i o n :  v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / v i r c h o w - p r i z e - c o m m i t t e e /
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2025

CHRISTOPH
MARKSCHIES
FOUNDATION
PRESIDENT
P R E S I D E N T ,  
B E R L I N
B R A N D E N B U R G
A C A D E M Y  O F
S C I E N C E S  &
H U M A N I T I E S

ELIZABETH
BLACKBURN
N O B E L  L A U R E A T E
P H Y S I O L O G Y  O R
M E D I C I N E  2 0 0 9

DETLEV GANTEN
F O U N D I N G
P R E S I D E N T ,
W O R L D  H E A L T H
S U M M I T

HERMANN GRÖHE 
P R E S I D E N T ,
G E R M A N  R E D
C R O S S
F E D E R A L  M I N I S T E R
O F  H E A L T H  2 0 1 3 -
2 0 1 8

H.E .  DR FATIMA
MAADA
F I R S T  L A D Y  O F  T H E
R E P U B L I C  O F
S I E R R A  L E O N E  
P R E S I D E N T ,
O R G A N I S A T I O N  O F
A F R I C A N  F I R S T
L A D I E S  F O R
D E V E L O P M E N T

MIRIAM ORCUTT
S E N I O R  R E S E A R C H
F E L L O W ,
U N I V E R S I T Y
C O L L E G E  L O N D O N
F O R M E R
E X E C U T I V E
D I R E C T O R ,
L A N C E T  M I G R A T I O N  

BETTINA
ROCKENBACH
P R E S I D E N T ,  
G E R M A N  N A T I O N A L
A C A D E M Y  O F
S C I E N C E S
L E O P O L D I N A

JOHANNES
STELLMANN
M A N A G I N G
D I R E C T O R , ​
S O F T W A R E  A G  –
S T I F T U N G  ( S A G S T ) ​
 

OTMAR D.
WIESTLER
D I R E C T O R ,
C H A M P A L I M A U D
R E S E A R C H
F O R M E R
P R E S I D E N T ,
H E L M H O L T Z
A S S O C I A T I O N

BALVIR  S .  TOMAR
( E X - O F F I C I O  G U E S T )
2 0 2 5
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
P R E S I D E N T ,
W O R L D  H E A L T H
S U M M I T

OLE PETTER
OTTERSEN
FOUNDATION VICE
PRESIDENT
F O R M E R
P R E S I D E N T ,
K A R O L I N S K A
I N S T I T U T E T
S W E D E N

CHRIST IANE
WOOPEN
D I R E C T O R ,
C E N T E R  F O R  L I F E
E T H I C S ,  U N I V E R S I T Y
O F  B O N N
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HEYO KROEMER
(EX-OFFICIO GUEST)
CEO, 
CHARITÉ –
UNIVERSITÄTSMEDIZIN
BERLIN

ROLAND GÖHDE
C H A I R  O F  T H E
B O A R D ,
G H A  –  G E R M A N
H E A L T H  A L L I A N C E  
C O - F O U N D E R ,
G Ö H D E
F O U N D A T I O N

FRIEDE SPRINGER
C H A I R ,
A X E L  S P R I N G E R
S T I F T U N G



HEIDI  LARSON
PAST-CHAIR
F O U N D I N G  D I R E C T O R ,
T H E  V A C C I N E
C O N F I D E N C E
P R O J E C T ,  L O N D O N
S C H O O L  O F  H Y G I E N E
&  T R O P I C A L  M E D I C I N E

RANA A .  HAJJEH
F O R M E R  D I R E C T O R ,
P R O G R A M M E
M A N A G E M E N T
W O R L D  H E A L T H
O R G A N I Z A T I O N
( W H O )

MARIAM JASHI
C E O ,
G L O B A L  S E P S I S
A L L I A N C E
S E C R E T A R Y  G E N E R A L ,
M E D I C A L  W O M E N S ' S
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
A S S O C I A T I O N  ( M W I A )

I LONA KICKBUSCH
F O U N D I N G
D I R E C T O R ,  
G L O B A L  H E A L T H
C E N T R E
G R A D U A T E  I N S T .  O F
I N T L  A N D
D E V E L O P M E N T
S T U D I E S  

CHIKWE IHEKWEAZU
CHAIR
A S S I S T A N T
D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L ,
W O R L D  H E A L T H
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

ELIZABETH
MACINTYRE
B O A R D  M E M B E R ,
B I O M E D I C A L
A L L I A N C E  I N  E U R O P E

BENOÎT  MIRIBEL
S E C R E T A R Y  G E N E R A L ,
O N E  S U S T A I N A B L E
H E A L T H  F O R U M

JOANNE L IU
C H A I R
P R O F E S S O R ,
S C H O O L  O F
P O P U L A T I O N  A N D
G L O B A L  H E A L T H
M C G I L L  U N I V E R S I T Y

ANDERS NORDSTRÖM
G L O B A L  H E A L T H
A D V I S O R

TOLULLAH ONI
D I R E C T O R ,  
G L O B A L  D I E T  A N D
P H Y S I C A L  A C T I V I T Y
G R O U P
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
C A M B R I D G E  
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NICOLE REDVERS
W E S T E R N  R E S E A R C H
C H A I R  &  D I R E C T O R ,
I N D I G E N O U S
P L A N E T A R Y  H E A L T H  
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
W E S T E R N  O N T A R I O

JÖRG ROCHOLL
P R E S I D E N T ,
E U R O P E A N  S C H O O L
O F  M A N A G E M E N T
A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y

JOHN-ARNE
RØTTINGEN
C E O ,  
W E L L C O M E  T R U S T

LUCIANO SASO
F O R M E R  D E P U T Y
R E C T O R ,
P R O F E S S O R ,
S A P I E N Z A
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
R O M E

TILL  BÄRNIGHAUSEN
D I R E C T O R ,
H E I D E L B E R G
I N S T I T U T E  O F
G L O B A L  H E A L T H

DAME SALLY  DAVIES
U N I T E D  K I N G D O M
S P E C I A L  E N V O Y  O N  
A N T I M I C R O B I A L
R E S I S T A N C E

VICTOR J .  DZAU
P R E S I D E N T ,
U N I T E D  S T A T E S
N A T I O N A L  A C A D E M Y
O F  M E D I C I N E

CHRIST IAN DROSTEN
D I R E C T O R ,  
I N S T I T U T E  O F
V I R O L O G Y
C H A R I T É  –  U N I V E R S I T Y
M E D I C I N E  B E R L I N

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
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GEORG SEIFERT
D I R E C T O R ,  
C H A R I T É
C O M P E T E N C E
C E N T E R  F Ü R
T R A D I T I O N E L L E  U N D
I N T E G R A T I V E
M E D I C I N E  ( C C C T I M )

BERNHARD
SCHWARTLÄNDER
G L O B A L  H E A L T H
E N V O Y ,
E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E
F E D E R A L  R E P U B L I C
O F  G E R M A N Y

2025



VIRCHOW PRIZE COMMITTEE

AMIRHOSSEIN
TAKIAN
V I C E  D E A N ,  
S C H O O L  O F  P U B L I C
H E A L T H
T E H R A N  U N I V E R S I T Y
O F  M E D I C A L
S C I E N C E S

LOTHAR H .  WIELER
C H A I R ,  
D I G I T A L  P U B L I C
G L O B A L  H E A L T H ,
H A S S O - P L A T T N E R -
I N S T I T U T E  

FRAN BAUM
D I R E C T O R ,
S T R E T T O N  H E A L T H
E Q U I T Y
S T R E T T O N
I N S T I T U T E ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
A D E L A I D E
A U S T R A L I A

GITHINJ I  K IAMA
GITAHI
G R O U P  C H I E F
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R ,
A M R E F  H E A L T H
A F R I C A
K E N Y A

JOHANNA
HANEFELD
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T ,
R O B E R T  K O C H
I N S T I T U T E
G E R M A N Y

OLE PETTER
OTTERSEN
CHAIR
FO R M E R  P R E S I D E N T ,
K A R O L I N S K A
I N S T I T U T E T
S W E D E N
F O R M E R  R E C T O R ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
O S L O
N O R W A Y

H.E .  MONICA GEINGOS
( G U E S T  O F  T H E
C O U N C I L )
E X E C U T I V E
C H A I R P E R S O N ,  
O N E  E C O N O M Y
F O U N D A T I O N

MICHEL S IDIBÉ  
( G U E S T  O F  T H E
C O U N C I L )
S P E C I A L  E N V O Y ,
A F R I C A  M E D I C I N E
A G E N C Y
A F R I C A N  U N I O N  
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EUGENIO GAUDIO
( G U E S T  O F  T H E
C O U N C I L )
P R E S I D E N T ,
R O M E  S A P I E N Z A
F O U N D A T I O N

OMNIA EL-OMRANI
D I R E C T O R  O F
P R O G R A M S ,
Y O U T H  C L I M A T E
J U S T I C E  F U N D
E G Y P T

TIM EVANS
D I R E C T O R  A N D
A S S O C I A T E  D E A N ,
S C H O O L  O F
P O P U L A T I O N  &
G L O B A L  H E A L T H ,
M C G I L L  U N I V E R S I T Y
C A N A D A

JEMILAH MAHMOOD
D I R E C T O R ,
S U N W A Y  C E N T R E
F O R  P L A N E T A R Y
H E A L T H
M A L A Y S I A

CHRISTOPH
MARKSCHIES
P R E S I D E N T ,  
B E R L I N
B R A N D E N B U R G
A C A D E M Y  O F
S C I E N C E S  A N D
H U M A N I T I E S
G E R M A N Y

VIROJ
TANGCHAROENSATHIEN
S E N I O R  A DVI S O R ,
I N T E R N AT I O N A L  H E A LT H
P O L I CY  PR O G R A M  ( I H PP)
T H A I L A N D
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THE YEAR IN A REVIEW 
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In 2025, the Virchow Foundation advanced its mission "Towards Health for All" through
international engagements, strategic partnerships, and a broad range of activities spanning
global health diplomacy and research. 

A particular emphasis was placed on women's and child health. The Virchow Prize Laureates,
Quarraisha Abdool Karim and Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, stood at the heart of this year's recognition
with their groundbreaking work on advancing maternal, newborn, and child health equity
through community-centred, evidence-based research. 

The Virchow Prize festivities took place in October, bringing together global health leaders for
an inaugural academic lecture, a high-level dinner, and the award ceremony at the Rotes
Rathaus Berlin. 

Top left: Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Christoph Markschies and Dr. h.c. Friede Springer, at the
Virchow Prize Ceremony 2025
Top right: Laureate Zulfiqar A. Bhutta with his Trophy, Governing Mayor Kai Wegner, Prof. Dr.
Gerald H. Haug, at the Virchow Prize Ceremony 2025
Bottom Left: Kyra Constanze Pauly, Michael Müller, Prof. Dr. Detlev Ganten, Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c.
mult. Christoph Markschies, at the Virchow Prize Dinner 2025
Bottom right: Laureate Quarraisha Abdool Karim with her partner Prof. Dr. Salim S. Abdool
Karim, at the Virchow Prize Ceremony 2025



The Centre for the AIDS Program of Research in South Africa
(CAPRISA) 004 trial for the prevention of HIV acquisition in women

Figure 1:  Kaplan-Meier estimates of cumulative probability of HIV infection in the tenofovir and
placebo gel arms. The table provides the cumulative number of HIV endpoints, corresponding HIV
incidence rates and effectiveness of tenofovir gel for each additional 6-months of follow-up.
Source:  Abdool Karim  et  al., Science 329(5996), 1168–1174 (2010).

The Centre for the AIDS Program of Research in South Africa
(CAPRISA) 004 trial for the prevention of HIV acquisition in women

Figure 2:  Cycle of Transmission
Source: de Oliveira et al., The Lancet HIV 4 (e41–e50), 2017.

Quarraisha Abdool Karim
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Quarraisha Abdool Karim is an
internationally acclaimed clinical
epidemiologist and global health
leader, whose groundbreaking
research has transformed the
scientific understanding of HIV
prevention in women, with far-
reaching implications for maternal
and adolescent health. 

Her work has had a profound and
lasting impact on public health
policy and practice in South Africa
and globally.

As Associate Scientific Director of
CAPRISA (Centre for the AIDS
Programme of Research in South
Africa), Professor Abdool Karim led
the landmark CAPRISA 004 trial
(2007-2010), which provided the first
proof of the concept that
antiretroviral drugs could prevent
HIV infection in women. 

Recognised by Science as one of the
top ten scientific breakthroughs of
2010, this pivotal study laid the
foundation for the development of
microbicides and other female-
controlled HIV prevention methods,
critical tools in protecting
adolescent girls and young women,
who remain disproportionately
affected by the epidemic. 

This breakthrough also empowered
women with tools to protect their
own health, an essential step
towards gender equity in
healthcare.

VIRCHOW PRIZE LAUREATES
2025



Zulfiqar A. Bhutta

Improvement of perinatal and newborn care in rural Pakistan
through a community-based cluster-randomised effectiveness trial

Figure 1: Trends in facility-based antenatal care

Figure 2: Trends in facility births

Source: Bhutta et al., Lancet 377(9763):403–412, 2011.

Can available interventions end preventable deaths in mothers,
newborn babies, and stillbirths, and at what cost?

Figure 3: Estimated effect of scale-up of
interventions on stillbirths and neonatal
and maternal deaths by the year 2025
from the baseline year 2012

Figure 4:  Estimated effect of the
intervention packages on numbers 
of neonatal lives saved according to
levels of care by the year 2025

Source: Bhutta et al.,
Lancet 384(9940):347–370, 2014
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Zulfiqar A. Bhutta is a globally
recognised paediatrician, epide-
miologist, and public health
scientist whose pioneering research
over the last several decades has
advanced maternal, newborn and
child health, improving millions of
lives around the world. 

His work has been instrumental in
shaping global health guidelines
and influencing national policies for
maternal, child health and nutrition
in low- and middle-income
countries.

As the Founding Director of the
Institute for Global Health and
Development at Aga Khan
University and Co-Director of the
SickKids Centre for Global Child
Health, Dr. Bhutta has championed
community-based primary care
models, large-scale randomised
trials, and implementation research
within vulnerable communities and
fragile settings. 

His work demonstrated the
effectiveness of locally embedded
interventions, empowering commu-
nity health workers and nutrition
programmes targeting the most
critical first 1,000 days of life.

VIRCHOW PRIZE LAUREATES
2025



Kai Wegner
Governing Mayor of Berlin
High Patron of the Virchow Foundation 

MASTER OF 
CEREMONY

WELCOME NOTES
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Prof. Dr. Otmar Wiestler
President of the Helmholtz Association
of German Research Centers

Nina Warken
German Federal Minister of Health

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General
World Health Organization  (WHO)

Dr. Miriam Orcutt
Member of the Board of Trustees,
Virchow Foundation
Senior Research Fellow, 
University college London
Former Executive Director,
The Lancet Migration

VIRCHOW PRIZE CEREMONY
2025



Prof. Dr. Ole Petter Ottersen | Chair, Virchow
Prize Committee, Former President, Karolinska
Institutet
Roland Göhde | Co-Founder & CEO, Virchow
Foundation
Prof. Dr. Detlev Ganten | Co-Founder & Member
of the Board of Trustees, Virchow Foundation
Carsten Schicker | CEO, World Health Summit
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Christoph Markschies | Co-
Founder & President, Virchow Foundation

Winnie Byanyima | Executive Director,
UNAIDS
Dr. Sania Nishtar | CEO, Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance

VIRCHOW PRIZE CEREMONY
2025
LAUDATION

CLOSING WORDS
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LAUREATES
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Zulfiqar A. Bhutta | Quarraisha Abdool Karim

Trophies pictures on the right:

Quarraisha Abdool Karim, Winnie Byanyima,
Dr. h.c. Friede Springer
Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, Prof. Dr. Detlev Ganten,
Governing Mayor Kai Wegner, Prof. Dr.
Gerald H. Haug



VIRCHOW PRIZE LECTURE 
2025

23

The Virchow Foundation and ESMT Berlin (European School of
Management and Technology ) hosted the Virchow Prize
Lecture 2025, honouring Quarraisha Abdool Karim and
Zulfiqar A. Bhutta for their lifelong leadership in advancing
maternal, newborn, and child health equity through
community-centred, evidence-based research. 

Academic Lectures

Each laureate delivered a 20-minute lecture: Abdool Karim traced her groundbreaking HIV
prevention research in South Africa, while Bhutta demonstrated how targeted community
interventions  drove rapid reductions in child and newborn mortality across South Asia. Both
emphasised that lasting impact requires science to be co-created with the communities it
serves. Their lectures were published simultaneously in The Lancet and can be accessed over
the links on page 26 of this Annual Report.

Advancing
maternal,
newborn, and
child health
equity through
community-
centred,
evidence-based
research

Panel discussion

A panel discussion moderated by
Prof. Dr. Ole Petter Ottersen, with
panellists Dr. Rana Hajjeh and Dr.
Mariam Jashi, broadened the
conversation to the political and
systemic dimensions of health equity,
exploring how leaders must engage
across sectors, counter
misinformation, and ensure domestic
ownership of health solutions.

Friday 10 October 2025 :
Opening Event of the Virchow Prize 2025 
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HOSTED BY ESMT



´

´ ´

´

´

On the evening
before the Award
Ceremony, the
Virchow Prize Dinner
was hosted to
honour the 2025
Laureates,
Quarraisha Abdool
Karim and Zulfiqar A.
Bhutta, within the
historic ruines of the
Charité Medical
History Museum. 

Top left: Dr. Johannes Stellmann (Software AG Stiftung), Prof. Dr. Ole Petter Ottersen (Virchow
Foundation) and Yasmeen Basir, Zulf iqar A . Bhutta’s partner
Top right: Kyra Constanze Pauly (Bayer Foundation), Michael Müller (former Mayor of Berlin), Prof.
Dr. Detlev Ganten and Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Christoph Markschies (both Virchow Foundation)
Bottom Left: Dr. Mariam Jashi (Global Sepsis Alliance), Dr. Ricardo Baptista Leite and Guilherme
Duarte (both UNITE Parliamentarians Network for Global Health), Dr. Georg Kippels (German
Ministry of Health) 
Bottom right: Dr. Khaled Atef Abdel Ghaffar (Deputy Prime Minister for Human Development and
Minister of Health and Population of the Arab Republic of Egypt)
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VIRCHOW PRIZE  DINNER
2025



©WorldHealthSummit©Bettina Blösl

LAUREATES' CONTRIBUTIONS 
 AMID THE WHS

Following the Virchow Prize Ceremony, the laureates remained engaged in Berlin
throughout the World Health Summit. Quarraisha Abdool Karim delivered a keynote,
"Science and Equity in Action," at the Parliamentary Breakfast on Strengthening Political
Leadership to End AIDS, alongside UNAIDS Executive Director Winnie Byanyima and Deputy
Executive Director Christine Stegling. She also took part in the VIP Lunch Dialogue "Global
Perspectives on Women's Health," organised by the German Federal Ministry of Health, and
to a WHS side-event organised by Friends of the Global Fund Europe. Meanwhile, Zulfiqar A.
Bhutta spoke at a keynote session of the WHS launching the Global Burden of Disease Study
2023, presenting comprehensive findings on global mortality, morbidity, and disease trends
drawn from a worldwide network of over 16,500 collaborators.
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Zulfiqar A. Bhutta at the WHS Keynote SessionQuarraisha Abdool Karim at the Parliamentary Breakfast

Media coverage of the Virchow Prize 
MEDIA ENGAGEMENT



This one-of-a-kind design provides a
bridge between the past and future
of global health. Its central feature is
the glass specimen jar, curated from
the Pathology Laboratory of the
Charité – Universitätsmedizin in
Berlin. Estimated to be more than
100 years old, similar specimen jars
were utilised by Rudolf Virchow
himself to preserve medical
discoveries and contribute to the
advancement of science and
education. Suspended within each
Virchow Prize trophy is a “specimen”
that represents or symbolises the
longstanding work of the laureates
and their unique contribution to
global health.

VIRCHOW PRIZE TROPHIES 

Q u a r r a i s h a  A b d o o l  K a r i m

T h i s  s p e c i m e n  j a r  h o l d s  a  l o n g  r e d  s t r i p ,  c o i l e d  i n  l o o s e
l o o p s .  F r o m  i t ,  a  s e c t i o n  i s  l i f t e d  a n d  s h a p e d  i n t o  t h e  R e d
R i b b o n  —  t h e  g l o b a l  s y m b o l  f o r  A I D S  a w a r e n e s s ,  c r e a t e d
b y  N e w  Y o r k  a r t i s t s  i n  1 9 9 1 .  T h e  c o i l e d  s t r i p  e v o k e s  t h e
v a s t ,  o f t e n  u n s e e n  p r e s e n c e  o f  A I D S ,  w h i l e  t h e  e m e r g i n g
l o o p  c a l l s  f o r  v i s i b i l i t y ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  a c t i o n .

D e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  p i c t u re s  o f  t h e  t ro p h i e s  by  t h e  a r t i s t s :
N o a  L e r n e r  a n d  Pro f e s s o r  Axe l  Ku f u s .

26

Z u l f i q a r  A .  B h u t t a

T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d  g r o w t h  c h a r t  a n d  t h e
m e a s u r i n g  t a p e  o n  t h e  t r o p h y   s y m b o l i z e s  a  l i f e l o n g
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  c o m b a t i n g  m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  a n d
t r a n s f o r m i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s
f o r  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .
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VIRCHOW BOOK PUBLICATION 
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P r o f .  D r .  A x e l  P r i e s  ( W o r l d  H e a l t h  S u m m i t ) ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e  ( V i r c h o w  B o o k  C o - a u t h o r ) ,  D r .
C h i k w e  I h e k w e a z u  ( W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n )  a n d  P r o f .  D r .  D e t l e v  G a n t e n  ( V i r c h o w  B o o k
C o - a u t h o r )  a  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  L e c t u r e  2 0 2 5 .  

Preface 
by the President of the Federal Republic of
Germany, Frank-Walter Steinmeier

Welcome Notes 
by the Governing Mayor of Berlin and High
Patron of the Virchow Foundation, Kai
Wegner, and the Director-General of the
World Health Organization (WHO), Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

Detlev Ganten, Roland Göhde:
‘‘Rudolf Virchow, The Virchow

Foundation, The Virchow Prize –
Towards Health for All’

1st Edition | September 2025

© 2025 Virchow Foundation and MWV
Medizinisch Wissenschaftliche

Verlagsgesellschaft, Berlin
ISBN: 978-3-95466-966-0
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LUCY GILSON

Health systems as human
systems: reflexivity, relationships,

and resilience in the pursuit of
the SDGs

Front. Public Health 13:1653839
published online Aug. 20 2025

doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2025.1653839

Ole Petter Ottersen, Victoria
Grandsoult, Roland Göhde, Detlev

Ganten

Safeguarding planetary and
human health–reflections on the

Virchow Prize 2024

Front. Public Health 13:1653872
published online Aug. 13 2025

doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2025.1653872

JOHAN ROCKSTRÖM

Diagnosing earth’s tipping
points: where we stand in the

Anthropocene

Front. Public Health 13:1653860
published online Sept. 01 2025

doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2025.1653860

QUARRAISHA ABDOOL KARIM, 
ZULFIQAR A. BHUTTA

Advancing women, maternal, newborn,
and child health equity.
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The Virchow Prize Lecture 2025 

The Virchow Prize Lecture 2024
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Since 2024, establishing a new tradition, the Virchow Prize Lectures are published in
international, peer-reviewed science journals. This milestone makes the insights of
globally leading health researchers accessible to the wider scientific community and,
through open access, to the world at large. Delivered annually before the festive
Virchow Prize Ceremony, these lectures bring together Laureates and internationally
renowned experts to address the world's most serious health challenges and
accelerate progress towards health for all. Through their publication, the lectures
extend their impact far beyond the auditorium, cementing their place as outstanding
contributions to global health research.
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“The Virchow Prize
Laureates embody a

shared vision of
advancing health as a

human right and global
good. It  is  a privi lege to

serve as their
spokesperson and to
support the Virchow

Foundation's mission of
fostering lasting health

impact worldwide.”

“ I  a m  d e e p l y  h o n o re d  to  s e r ve  a s  a n  i n a u g u ra l  l a u rea te  o f
t h e  Vi rch ow  Pr i ze  fo r  G l o b a l  H ea l t h  a n d  a s  a  V i rch ow  Pr i ze
A m b a s s a d o r .  T h i s  i s  a  re s p o n s i b i l i ty  t h a t  re s o n a te s  d e e p l y
w i t h  my  ow n  j o u rn ey  i n  g l o b a l  h ea l t h . ”

A m b a s s a d o r  D r .  J o h n  N .  N ke n g a s o n g  |  V i rch ow  Pr i ze  L a u rea te  2 0 2 2

In  September 2025,  the Virchow Foundation appointed Dr.  John N.
Nkengasong as i ts  Ambassador.

As the inaugural  Virchow Prize Laureate (2022) ,  awarded under the High
Patronage of  the President of  the Federal  Republ ic  of  Germany,  Frank-Walter
Steinmeier,  Dr.  Nkengasong brings s ingular  credibi l i ty  to this  role .

A dist inguished career  spanning the founding of  Af r ica CDC (Centres for
Disease Control  and Prevention) ,  leadership of  PEPFAR (The United States
President 's  Emergency Plan For  AIDS Rel ief ) ,  and senior  diplomatic  roles  in
global  heal th security  has placed him at  the foref ront of  pandemic
preparedness ,  resi l ient  heal th systems,  and equitable heal thcare access .  He
currently  serves as  Executive Director  for  Higher Education,  Col laborat ives ,
and Strategic Init iat ives at  the Mastercard Foundation.

In his  new role ,  Dr.  Nkengasong wi l l  champion the work and voices of
current and future Laureates ,  strengthening their  col lect ive advocacy and
ampli fy ing the shared mission of  heal th for  a l l .

John N. Nkengasong 

29

VIRCHOW PRIZE AMBASSADOR 

Annual Report 2025 | Virchow Foundation 



GLOBAL SEPSIS ALLIANCE
B I L L  PU L L M A N  D O C U M E N TA RY  VI S I T  

O n  2 8  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  G l o b a l  S e p s i s
A l l i a n ce  ( G S A ) ,  we l co m e d  A m e r i c a n  a c to r  a n d  f i l m m a ke r  B i l l  P u l l m a n  to  B e r l i n  a s  p a r t  o f
t h e  p ro d u c t i o n  o f  h i s  u p co m i n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  S e p s i s  a n d  A n t i m i c ro b i a l  R e s i s t a n ce
( A M R ) .

Fo r  h i s  d o c u m e n t a r y,  B i l l  P u l l m a n  i n te r v i ewe d  l ea d i n g  g l o b a l  ex p e r t s  to  h i g h l i g h t  t h e
s c a l e  a n d  u rg e n c y  o f  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  A M R  a n d  S e p s i s .
D r .  G e o rg  K i p p e l s ,  Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  S t a te  S e c re t a r y  to  t h e  Fe d e ra l  M i n i s te r  o f  H ea l t h ,  wa s
i n te r v i ewe d  a l o n g s i d e  Pro f .  D r .  D e t l ev  G a n te n  a n d  M r .  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  Co - Fo u n d e r s  o f  t h e
Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n .

G l o b a l  Sy m p o s i u m  o n  S e p s i s  a n d  A M R

O n  t h e  s a m e  d ay,  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r te d
t h e  l i ve s t rea m e d  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Sy m p o s i u m
“ O ve rco m i n g  S i l o s  by  Sy n e rg i z i n g  t h e  F i g h t  A g a i n s t
S e p s i s  a n d  A M R ”  a t  t h e  B e r l i n  M u s e u m  o f  M e d i c a l
H i s to r y,  w h e re  B i l l  P u l l m a n  d e l i ve re d  a  key n o te
a d d re s s  h i g h l i g h t i n g  h i s  co m m i t m e n t  to  a d vo c a c y
a n d  g l o b a l  a c t i o n .   

WO R L D  H E A LT H  A S S E M B LY,  G E N EVA

O n  24  M ay  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r te d
t h e  O f f i c i a l  S i d e  Eve n t  o n  S e p s i s  a t  t h e  78  Wo r l d
H ea l t h  A s s e m b l y  ( WH A )  i n  G e n eva .  Pro f .  D r .  D e t l ev
G a n te n ,  Co - Fo u n d e r  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,
co n t r i b u te d  to  t h e  s t ra te g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  s t a te m e n t ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  co m m i t m e n t
to  g l o b a l  co l l a b o ra t i o n  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  S e p s i s .

t h

D r .  M a r i a m  J a s h i ,  C E O  o f  t h e  G S A
a n d  Pro f .  D r .  D e t l ev  G a n te n ,  V i rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n

Wo r l d  S e p s i s  D ay  |  Ce n t ra l  Pre s s
Co n fe re n c e ,  h o s te d  by  t h e  Vi rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n ,  S e p te m b e r  1 2 ,  B e r l i n ,
2 0 2 5 ,  B e r l i n  G l o b a l  H ea l t h  Co l l e c t i ve

Annual Report 2025 | Virchow Foundation 30

PARTNERSHIPSPARTNERSHIPS



I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  C o - F o u n d e r  &  C E O ,  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a t t e n d e d  h i g h - l e v e l
e n g a g e m e n t s  i n  C a d e n a b b i a ,  I t a l y ,  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  K o n r a d  A d e n a u e r  F o u n d a t i o n .
H e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a v e l l e d  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C .  a n d  N e w  Y o r k  a l o n g s i d e  f o r m e r  F e d e r a l
M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h ,  H e r m a n n  G r ö h e .  D u r i n g  t h e  t r i p ,  t h e y  m e t  w i t h  l e a d e r s  f r o m  t h e  U . S .
C o n g r e s s ,  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  a t  t h e  P e n t a g o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  U N  a g e n c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  U N F P A ,  U N  W o m e n ,  U N I C E F ,  U N A I D S ,  a n d
o t h e r  l e a d i n g  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A  m e m o r a b l e  m o m e n t  c a m e  w h e n  D r .  M i c h e l l e
M o r s e ,  A c t i n g  H e a l t h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  C h i e f  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  M e n t a l  H y g i e n e ,  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  m o r e
t h a n  8  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  s p o k e  o f  R u d o l f  V i r c h o w  a s  a  " s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r "  w h o  c o n t i n u e s  t o
i n s p i r e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w o r k  t o d a y .  A  p o w e r f u l  t e s t a m e n t  t o  V i r c h o w ' s  e n d u r i n g  r e l e v a n c e
g l o b a l l y .  

A t  t h e  H 2 0  S u m m i t ,  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  G 2 0  &  G 7  H e a l t h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  P a r t n e r s h i p  a n d
h o s t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  G e r m a n  H e a l t h
A l l i a n c e  a n d  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n .  R o l a n d  G ö h d e  w a s  a  p a n e l l i s t  i n  P a n e l  4 ,  “ H o w  W i l l
t h e  F u t u r e  D e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  H e a l t h  H e l p  E n a b l e  a n d  F i n a n c e  I n n o v a t i o n  i n  H e a l t h c a r e  a n d
S u p p o r t  E v i d e n c e - B a s e d  P o l i c y m a k i n g  f o r  a  W h o l e - o f - S o c i e t y  A p p r o a c h ? ” .

H 2 0  S U M M I T  G E N EVA  |  1 9 -2 0  J U N E  2 0 2 5

T R A V E L  W I T H  H E R M A N N  G R Ö H E  T O  T H E  U N I T E D  
1 5 -2 0  S E PT E M B E R ,  2 0 2 5

DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT 
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Michael Krake, Executive Director, World Bank, Hermann
Gröhe, Deputy Chairman, Konrad Adenauer Foundation
Roland Göhde, Co-Founder & CEO, Virchow Foundation  
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I n  N o v e m b e r ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  C o - F o u n d e r  &  C E O  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,
a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  G e r m a n y ,  F r a n k -
W a l t e r  S t e i n m e i e r ,  o n  h i s  7 - d a y  o f f i c i a l  t r a v e l  t o  E g y p t ,  G h a n a ,  a n d  A n g o l a ,
v i s i t i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  A f r i c a n  e x p e r t s  a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  h e a l t h ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d
i n n o v a t i o n .  

T h e  V i r c h o w  B o o k  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  S t e i n m e i e r  o n  t h i s  t r i p ,  w h i c h
f e a t u r e s  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  m e s s a g e  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  h i s  r o l e  a s  i n a u g u r a l  H i g h
P a t r o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e .

O F F I C I A L  V I S I T  W I T H  G E R M A N  F E D E R A L  P R E S I D E N T
S T E I N M E I E R  T O  E G Y P T ,  G H A N A ,  A N G O L A  |  1 - 7  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5

32

J o h n  D r a m a n i  M a h a m a
( s e c o n d  f ro m  r i g h t ) ,
Pre s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c
o f  G h a n a ,  Fr a n k-Wa l te r
S te i n m e i e r  ( c e n te r ) ,
Pre s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l
R e p u b l i c  o f  G e r m a ny,
to g e t h e r  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  G e r m a n  d e l e g a t i o n
i n c l u d i n g  R o l a n d  G ö h d e
( b a c k  row,  c e n te r ) ,  V i rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  J u b i l e e
H o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  G e r m a n
Pre s i d e n t ’s  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  to
G h a n a  i n  N ove m b e r  2 0 2 5 .  

G e r m a n  Pre s i d e n t  Fr a n k-
Wa l te r  S te i n m e i e r  ( t h i rd
f ro m  l e f t )  a n d  J o ã o  M a n u e l
G o n ç a l ve s  L o u re n ç o  ( t h i rd
f ro m  r i g h t ) ,  Pre s i d e n t  o f
A n g o l a ,  p o s e  f o r  a  g ro u p
p h o to  w i t h  t h e  G e r m a n
d e l e g a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g
R o l a n d  G ö h d e  ( b a c k  row,
l e f t ) ,  V i rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,
f o l l ow i n g  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  a t
t h e  Pre s i d e n t i a l  Pa l a c e  i n
L u a n d a  d u r i n g  t h e  G e r m a n
Pre s i d e n t ’s  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  to
A n g o l a  i n  N ove m b e r  2 0 2 5 .  
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GERMAN–FRENCH–EUROPEAN
COLLABORATION 

L y o n
3 - 5  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 5
O S H  -  B e O n e  F o r u m  

P a r i s  
2 4  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5
G e r m a n  E m b a s s y  i n  P a r i s

B e r l i n
1 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5
F r e n c h  E m b a s s y  i n  B e r l i n

B E O n e  –  B u i l d i n g  E u r o p e ’ s  F u t u r e  o n
O n e  S u s t a i n a b l e  H e a l t h

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  a c t i v e l y
p r o m o t i n g  B E O n e ,  a  f l a g s h i p
i n i t i a t i v e  d e s i g n e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n
g l o b a l  r e s i l i e n c e  b y  i n t e g r a t i n g
h u m a n ,  a n i m a l ,  p l a n t ,  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n t o  a  u n i f i e d
O n e  H e a l t h  f r a m e w o r k .  B E O n e  b r i n g s
t o g e t h e r  l e a d i n g  s c i e n t i s t s ,
p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ,  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s  t o  d e v e l o p
s h a r e d  d a t a  s t a n d a r d s ,  a d v a n c e d
e a r l y ‑ w a r n i n g  s y s t e m s ,  d i g i t a l  t w i n s ,
a n d  c r o s s ‑ s e c t o r  g o v e r n a n c e  m o d e l s .
B y  t u r n i n g  c o m p l e x  d a t a  i n t o
a c t i o n a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e
a i m s  t o  i m p r o v e  p r e v e n t i o n ,
a c c e l e r a t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  h e a l t h  a n d
c l i m a t e  t h r e a t s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  m o r e
s u s t a i n a b l e ,  e q u i t a b l e  d e c i s i o n ‑
m a k i n g .
 

O n  2 6  M a y ,  2 0 2 6 ,  P r o f .  D r .  D e t l e v  G a n t e n ,  c o -
f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e
F r e n c h  E m b a s s y  i n  B e r l i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
t h e m e  “ G o  w i t h  t h e  S l o w :  S l o w  M o v e m e n t  a n d
D e m o c r a c y . ”  T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  e x p l o r e d  h o w  t h e
O n e  H e a l t h  a p p r o a c h — h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  h u m a n ,  a n i m a l ,  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h — c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  m o r e
s u s t a i n a b l e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s t r a t e g i e s .  T h e
e v e n t  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  G e n e r a t i o n  E u r o p e ,  a
p r o g r a m m e  o f  t h e  F r a n c o - G e r m a n  Y o u t h
O f f i c e  ( O F A J / D F J W ) .

P a n e l l i s t s  a n d  o r g a n i s e r s  o f  t h e
c o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  F r e n c h  E m b a s s y ,  B e r l i n  
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F r o m  9  t o  1 1  A p r i l  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U r b a n  H e a l t h  S u m m i t  ( I U H S )  2 0 2 5  t o o k  p l a c e  i n
H a n o v e r ,  c o n v e n i n g  o v e r  2 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  3 0  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  S u m m i t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  f r o m  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  a n d
c i v i l  s o c i e t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  e x p l o r e  k e y  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  u r b a n
h e a l t h ,  w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  ( S D G s )  a n d  u n d e r
o n g o i n g  g e o p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s .

Prof .  Dr .  Det lev  Ganten (Co-Founder ,  V i rchow Foundat ion)  served as  Chai r  and co- in i t iator  o f
the  Summit .  In  th is  ro le ,  he  thanked a l l  co-organisers  and out l ined how the  Summit ’ s
innovat ive  format  was  des igned to  foster  susta ined interact ion ,  s t rengthen internat iona l
partnersh ips ,  and promote  interd isc ip l inary  exchange for  hea l th ier  c i t ies .

T h e  S u m m i t  w a s  a  j o i n t  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  B e r l i n -
B r a n d e n b u r g  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s
a n d  t h e  G e r m a n  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s
L e o p o l d i n a ,  i n  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
I n t e r A c a d e m y  P a r t n e r s h i p  ( I A P ) ,  T h e  U n i o n  o f  t h e
G e r m a n  A c a d e m i e s  o f  S c i e n c e s  a n d  H u m a n i t e s ,  a n d
t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  w i t h  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t
f r o m  t h e  V o l k s w a g e n S t i f t u n g .  T h i s  s t r o n g
p a r t n e r s h i p  f r a m e w o r k  u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  c r o s s - a c a d e m i c  a n d  c r o s s - s e c t o r a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n
i n  a d d r e s s i n g  c o m p l e x  u r b a n  h e a l t h  c h a l l e n g e s .  
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Fro m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :

Prof .  Dr .  Dr .  h .c .  mul t .  Chr is toph
Markschies ,  Pre s i d e n t ,  V i rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n ,  Pre s i d e n t ,  B e r l i n -
B r a n d e n b u rg  A c a d e my  o f  S c i e n ce s
a n d  H u m a n i t i e s ,  B B AW

Dr.  Nora  Kottmann,  
H ea d  o f  Tea m  S o c i e t a l
Tra n s f o r m a t i o n s ,  Vo l kswa g e n
Fo u n d a t i o n

Dr.  Ann ette  Wel l in g ,  Pro g r a m m e
D i re c o r ,  V i rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n

El len  Haußdörfer ,  
S t a te  S e c re t a r y  fo r  H ea l t h  a n d
C a re ,  B e r l i n

Bel i t  Onay ,  
M ayo r  o f  H a n ove r

Hennin g  Wehm eyer ,
U r b a n  H ea l t h  Pro j e c t ,  C E O  E XP O
2 035  B e r l i n  

Dr.  Henr ike  Har tmann ,  
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Exe c u t i ve  B o a rd ,
Vo l kswa g e n  Fo u n d a t i o n

Prof .  Dr .  Det lev  Ganten ,  
Co - Fo u n d e r ,  V i rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n



BERLIN 
MUSEUM OF MEDICAL
HISTORY AT  CHARITÉ

M E M O R A N D U M  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  

A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  t r a d i t i o n ,  w e  a r e  r o t a t i n g
t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  t r o p h i e s  a t  t h e  B e r l i n
M u s e u m  o f  M e d i c a l  H i s t o r y  a t  C h a r i t é
( B e r l i n e r  M e d i z i n h i s t o r i s c h e s  M u s e u m  d e r
C h a r i t é ,  B M M ) .  E a c h  t r o p h y  i s  i n s p i r e d  b y
R u d o l f  V i r c h o w ’ s  h i s t o r i c  s p e c i m e n  j a r s ,
k i n d l y  d o n a t e d  b y  t h e  B M M  a n d
t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  w o r k  o f  a r t .  T h i s  u n i q u e
d e s i g n  g i v e s  a  s e c o n d  l i f e  t o  t h e  j a r s  a n d
t o  V i r c h o w ’ s  l e g a c y ,  c o n n e c t i n g  h i s t o r y
w i t h  t h e  o n g o i n g  w o r k  t o  i m p r o v e  g l o b a l
h e a l t h .  T h e  t r o p h i e s  o f  t h e  2 0 2 5  L a u r e a t e s ,
w i l l  b e  s h o w c a s e d  a t  t h e  B M M  i n  t h e
c o u r s e  o f  y e a r  2 0 2 6 .  
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O n  2  J u l y  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e  B e r l i n  M u s e u m  o f  M e d i c a l  H i s t o r y  a t
C h a r i t é  ( B e r l i n e r  M e d i z i n h i s t o r i s c h e s  M u s e u m  d e r  C h a r i t é ,  B M M )  h a v e  s i g n e d  a
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b u i l d i n g  o n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  h a s  l o n g  c e l e b r a t e d
R u d o l f  V i r c h o w ’ s  l e g a c y  a n d  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .  

F r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  B M M  h a s  b e e n  a  v a l u a b l e  p a r t n e r ,  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  V i r c h o w
P r i z e  t r o p h i e s  a n d  s h a r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  l a u r e a t e s ,  h e l p i n g  t o  e n g a g e  t h e  p u b l i c
a n d  e d u c a t e  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e  P r i z e .  

T h e  B M M  i s  a l s o  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  D i n n e r ,  h e l d  i n  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e
H ö r s a a l r u i n e  ( L e c t u r e  H a l l  R u i n )  o n  t h e  C h a r i t é  c a m p u s ,  a  v e n u e  f u l l  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d
c h a r a c t e r .
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F ro m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  

D r .  A n n e tte  We l l i n g  ( V i rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n / VF ) ,  R e b e c c a  O h a n e s
( VF ) ,  D r .  S a b i n e  D a m m  ( B e r l i n e r
M e d i z i n h i s to r i s c h e s  M u s e u m / B M M ) ,
Pro f .  D r .  M a n f re d  D i e te l  ( C h a r i té  a n d
B M M ) ,  I s a b e l  Co l e m a n  ( B M M ) ,  Pro f .
D r .  M o n i ka  A n ke l e  ( B M M ) ,  M u t i n e
J ea n n e re t  ( VF ) ,  Pro f .  D r .  T h o m a s
S c h n a l ke  ( B M M ) ,  Pro f .  D r .  D e t l ev
G a n te n  ( VF )



NATIONAL CALLS  |  GERMAN GENERAL ELECTIONS 2025

Globa l  Hea l th  Concerns  Everyone  
Party  Pos i t ion ing  in  the  2025  E lect ion  Campaign

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  a p p e a l  u r g e s  G e r m a n y ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  p r i o r i t i s e  g l o b a l  h e a l t h
i n  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  G e r m a n y ’ s  r o l e  a s  a  l e a d e r  i n  a d v a n c i n g  g l o b a l
h e a l t h  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e .  R e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  g l o b a l  h e a l t h — i n c l u d i n g  p l a n e t a r y  h e a l t h
— i s  f a r  f r o m  a  n i c h e  i s s u e ,  t h e  a p p e a l  e m p h a s i s e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s u s t a i n e d ,  h i g h - l e v e l
a t t e n t i o n .  G l o b a l  h e a l t h  i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  c i t i z e n s ,  n a t i o n a l
s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h ,  m a k i n g  i t  a  s t r a t e g i c  p r i o r i t y  f o r  p o l i c y  a g e n d a s .

Jo int  Ca l l  for  the  Cont inuat ion  of  the  Subcommittee  on  G loba l  Hea l th  
at  the  German Bundestag

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  1 2  l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  u r g e d  a l l  d e m o c r a t i c
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  G e r m a n  B u n d e s t a g  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  G l o b a l  H e a l t h .  T h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n
s a f e g u a r d i n g  G e r m a n y ’ s  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  l e a d e r s h i p ,  p o l i c y  c o h e r e n c e ,  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  A m i d
g r o w i n g  h e a l t h  t h r e a t s ,  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  a n d  g e o p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  s t r o n g  a n d  s t r a t e g i c
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n  e s s e n t i a l .

Reinforc ing  the  Commitment  to  Address ing  Refugee  &  Migrant  Hea l th
as  a  G loba l  Publ ic  Hea l th  Pr ior i ty

T h e  c a l l  f o r  M i g r a t i o n  i n  H e a l t h  u r g e s  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o
u p h o l d  m i g r a n t  a n d  r e f u g e e  h e a l t h  a s  a  g l o b a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r i o r i t y .  S u p p o r t e d  b y  n e a r l y
4 0  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t h e  c a l l  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  h e a l t h  r i s k s  f a c e d
b y  o v e r  o n e  b i l l i o n  m i g r a n t s  a n d  d i s p l a c e d  p e o p l e  w o r l d w i d e .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  e m p h a s i s e d
t h a t  p r o t e c t i n g  m i g r a n t ,  r e f u g e e  a n d  d i s p l a c e d  p e o p l e ’ s  h e a l t h  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  h u m a n i t a r i a n
o b l i g a t i o n  b u t  a  s t r a t e g i c  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s ,
U n i v e r s a l  H e a l t h  C o v e r a g e ,  a n d  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  s e c u r i t y .  I s s u e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  7 8 t h
W o r l d  H e a l t h  A s s e m b l y  a n d  a h e a d  o f  t h e  U N  S u m m i t  o n  t h e  F u t u r e ,  t h e  c a l l  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e
V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  r o l e  i n  m o b i l i s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o o p e r a t i o n  f o r  i n c l u s i v e  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .

JOINT  CALLS
C o n t i n u i n g  V i r c h o w ’ s  l e g a c y  o f  a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  l e a d e r s h i p ,
t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  s e e k s  t o  b r i d g e  m e d i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l
e q u i t y .  I n  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  t h r e e  j o i n t  c a l l s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a d d r e s s i n g  u r g e n t  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  c h a l l e n g e s .
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O n  1 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  c o - o r g a n i s e d  a  h i g h - l e v e l  s i d e  e v e n t  o n  t h e  m a r g i n s  o f
t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  S u m m i t ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  W H O  a n d  t h e  G e r m a n  H e a l t h  A l l i a n c e .  T h e
e v e n t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  o f  m i g r a n t
a n d  r e f u g e e  h e a l t h  w i t h i n  r e s i l i e n t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s .

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  o p e n e d  b y  D r .  S a n t i n o  S e v e r o n i ,  H e a d  o f  t h e  W H O  S p e c i a l  I n i t i a t i v e  o n
H e a l t h  a n d  M i g r a t i o n ,  a n d  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  C E O  a n d  C o - F o u n d e r .  T h e
e v e n t  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  i n t e r a c t i v e  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e .
M o d e r a t e d  b y  D r .  M i r i a m  O r c u t t ,  t h e  s e s s i o n  e x p l o r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  i n  a  c o n t e x t  o f  g e o p o l i t i c a l  u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  s h i f t i n g  f u n d i n g
l a n d s c a p e s .  T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  d e l i v e r e d  a  c l e a r  a n d  u n i f i e d  m e s s a g e :  m i g r a n t  h e a l t h  m u s t
r e m a i n  a  g l o b a l  p r i o r i t y ,  e v e n  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t i m e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u n c e r t a i n t y .

T h i s  e n g a g e m e n t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i n c l u s i v e  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s  f o r  a l l
a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g u i d e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o n  m i g r a n t  a n d  r e f u g e e  h e a l t h .

MIGRATION
& HEALTH
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No Public Health Without Migrant Health: 
Reinforcing Global Commitment Amidst Geopolitical and Funding Shifts

Bottom right picture, from left to right: 
Dr. Miriam Orcutt, Member of the Board
of Trustees, Virchow Foundation
Dr. Santino Severoni, Head, Special
Initiative on Health and Migration, WHO
Roland Göhde, Co-Founder & CEO,
Virchow Foundation
Angela Bähr, Chief Program Officer and
Member of the Board of Directors,
Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung
Prof. Dr. Kayvan Bozorgmehr, 
Vice-Dean, School of Public
HealthBielefeld University
Dr. Goran Zangana, Member of the Board,
Health Systems Global; Member of WHO
TAG on Health, Migration and
Displacement
Guilherme Duarte, Executive Director,
UNITE
Roland Hansen, Senior Business
Partnership Advisor, Malteser
International



A key achievement was the launch of the GHPL Digital Repository for
Health Policy at the World Health Summit 2025. The Repository is a
free, searchable, AI-enabled platform designed to help policymakers
access and use validated policy documents globally for evidence-
based decision-making. 

Its corpus of documents is guided by a health policy document
glossary, and its overall design was shaped by a landscape analysis
of existing digital health policy repositories, in partnerships with the
African Institute for Development Policy (AFIDEP) and SICABO
Consulting. 
 

At year end, the Repository covers health areas including
cardiovascular health, cancer, and other non-communicable
diseases, with the scope set to grow in 2026. AI-generated
summaries are available for each policy document. 

Meaningful engagement with policymakers and wider the
ecosystem was central to GHPL’s approach in 2025. Key activities
included:

A high-level AI-themed dinner, convening experts for candid
discussion on opportunities and risks at the intersection of AI and
health policy.
A global policy survey, conducted in collaboration with Nature
Research Intelligence, capturing first-hand perspectives from
policymakers
Two interactive co-design workshops, bringing together
participants from 11 countries to test the Digital Repository.
Feedback from these sessions was directly incorporated into
platform development.
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The Global Health Policy Lab (GHPL) is a collaborative initiative launched in 2024 and hosted under the umbrella of
the Virchow Foundation. GHPL works jointly with the Charité Center for Global Health, the Health Systems Innovation
Lab at Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and a growing global network of partners. Its core mission is to
accelerate the translation of science-informed recommendations into concrete laws, policies and interventions.
  

In 2025, with the support of our funders and partners, this mission took a decisive step forward. We are pleased to
share key highlights from across the GHPL portfolio over the past year.

Launch of a first-of-its-kind, 
AI-enabled digital platform

Engaging the policy & practice
community

Global Health Policy Lab
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Explore the Digital Repository at
globalhealthpolicylab.org/ghpl-digital-

repository 

https://jolly-tree-069323903.6.azurestaticapps.net/resources-page/documents/20250523%20GHPL%20Glossary.pdf
https://jolly-tree-069323903.6.azurestaticapps.net/resources-page/documents/20250523%20GHPL%20Glossary.pdf
https://www.globalhealthpolicylab.org/ghpl-digital-repository
https://www.globalhealthpolicylab.org/ghpl-digital-repository
https://www.globalhealthpolicylab.org/ghpl-digital-repository


2025 was a year of steady intellectual output:

 
GHPL is now building toward its next milestone: the launch of the
Health Policy Trend Report 2026. The first edition of the Report will
provide the global health community with evidence-based insights
into the evolving challenges, opportunities, and solutions in health
policymaking. Its findings draw on a global policymaker survey
conducted in collaboration with Nature Research Intelligence
capturing perspectives from 109 respondents across 49 countries
and all continents. 

These are complemented by real-world insights and case studies
from the African Population and Health Research Center (APHRC)
and the UNITE Parliamentarians Network for Global Health. The
Health Policy Trend Report will be launched in March 2026.

Finally, 2025 was a year of organisational growth. GHPL welcomed
several new team members, expanding its capacity across policy
analysis, artificial intelligence, research, communications, and
partnerships. 

Michael Bayerlein strengthens the team's analytical core, bringing
expertise in health systems research and quantitative policy
analysis. Rebecca Ohanes contributes to GHPL’s external presence,
with a background spanning communications and partnership
development. Hendrik Oye supports the team as project manager,
ensuring coherence and continuity across GHPL’s workstreams.

Together, these additions have positioned GHPL to deliver more
ambitious outputs in the coming years.

Follow GHPL’s work via 
     globalhealthpolicylab.org
     linkedin.com/company/global-health-policy-lab

2025 was a year of momentum
None of this progress would have been possible without the support of our funders, partners, and collaborators. As we
look ahead, GHPL remains committed to supporting better health policy through practical tools, credible analysis, and

sustained dialogue.

Published policy briefs and reference guides linked to
the Digital Repository

Contributed to peer-reviewed publications

Maintained a regular cadence of digital
communications Appeared in media coverage

Consistent outputs and thought
leadership

Looking ahead: The Health Policy
Trend Report

Strengthening the team
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A full overview of GHPL's resources can be found at globalhealthpolicylab.org/resources

https://www.globalhealthpolicylab.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-health-policy-lab/
https://www.globalhealthpolicylab.org/resources
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Assets 

Purchased property rights, similar rights and assets, licences 

Bank Accounts, Credit Cards, Cash 

Global Health Policy Lab Bank Account, Credit Cards, Cash

Total Assets

 14,049.56

126,780.31

503,444.32

644,274.19

€

€

€

€

ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the balance sheet from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2025

Liabilities

Basic Foundation Capital

Annual Result

Restricted Reserves

Free Reserves

Other Liabilities 

Total Liabilities

 100,000.00

19,072.01

430,000.00

95,000.00

202.18

644,274.19

€

€

€

€

€

€
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Income

Donations & Grants 

Grants and Project Funding 

Project Execution

Global Health Policy Lab

Operative Income

Interest from Fixed-Term Asset Account 

Reversal of Restricted Reserve from Previous Year 

Reversal of Free Reserve from Previous Year 

Total 

 636,500.00

84,643.46

65,000.00

587,500.00

1,373,643.46

6,189.86

789,000.00

0.00

2,168,833.32

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the surplus account from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2025

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2025 
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Cost 

Cost of Staff

Office Rent & Premises Cost

Office Supply, Portage & Phone, Banking Fees 

EDP & Software Licences, Webhosting

PR & Communication 

Travel Cost, Accommodation, Hospitality Expenses 

Insurances, Legal Cost & Consulting Fees

Membership Fees 

Virchow Prize: Ceremony, Lecture & Events 

Virchow Prize Endowment 

Friends of Virchow Foundation

Miscellaneous 

Operative Cost 

Global Health Policy Lab Cost* (details below)

Total Cost 

144,273.00

11,478.40

4,174.16

11,655.56

19,423.57

19,049.84

10,393.57

2,000.00

165,190.25

500,000.00

12,495.00

2,796.05

902,929.40

770,698.18

1,673,627.58

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the surplus account from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2025

*Detailed Cost Overview | Global Health Policy Lab

Cost of Staff

Office Supply, Portage & Phone, Banking Fees, Miscellaneous

EDP & Software Licences, Webhosting 

PR & Communication

Travel Cost, Accommodation, Hospitality Expenses

Overhead incl. Office, Legal & Consulting fees, Administration

Digital Repository, Policy Engagement, Partners, Chair 

Operative Cost Global Health Policy Lab

157,188.46

1,706.93

1,279.84

5,628.16

12,972.05

151,627.86

440,294.88

770,698.18

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2025 
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Operative Cost 

Depreciation on Purchased Property Rights, Assets, Licenses 

Tax from Received Interest of Fixed-Term Asset Accounts 

Total Cost

 1,673,627.58

5,944.00

 -          3,815.30 

1,675,756.28

€

€

€

€

ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the surplus account from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2025

Total Income

Total Cost

Annual Result 

Profit Carried Forward from Previous Year

Allocation to Restricted Reserves 

Allocation to Free Reserves 

Profit Carried Forward 

 2,168,833.32

1,675,756.28

493,077.04

15,994.97

(430,000.00)

(60,000.00)

19,072.01

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2025 
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A PLATFORM FOR CHANGE
BUILDING A  FUTURE TOWARDS HEALTH FOR ALL

R a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o n  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h
a m o n g  t h e  b r o a d e r  p u b l i c

N e t w o r k i n g  a c t o r s ,  s e c t o r s  a n d
d i s c i p l i n e s  r e l a t e d  t o  g l o b a l
h e a l t h  o n  a  n a t i o n a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l

E l e v a t i n g  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e
V i r c h o w  P r i z e
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T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  a  n o n - p r o f i t  f o u n d a t i o n  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  t h e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i n  a l l  i t s  m e d i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  a n d
s o c i a l  d i m e n s i o n s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  a n n u a l  a w a r d i n g  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  i t
r a i s e s  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  a n d  s h o w c a s e s  i n n o v a t i v e ,
e x e m p l a r y  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l  o f  “ h e a l t h  f o r
a l l ” .  I n  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s
L e o p o l d i n a ,  t h e  B e r l i n - B r a n d e n b u r g  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s ,
a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n
p r o m o t e s  c r o s s - s e c t o r a l  a n d  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f
g l o b a l  h e a l t h  –  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  o f  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  A g e n d a  2 0 3 0 .  

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  a  c h a n g e  d r i v e n  p l a t f o r m  w h i c h
b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  h i g h l y  c o m m i t t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s
w h o  s u p p o r t  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  g o a l s ,  b o t h  i d e a l l y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y .  K e y
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  F r i e n d s  i n c l u d e :

Would you l ike to support  the health of  future generations worldwide and
help shape our future in a  sustainable way?

We invite you to become part  of  a  very special  national  and international
network for  global  health.

Feel  free to contact  us!  
Together we wil l  f ind an individual  solut ion for  your engagement.

FRIENDS OF THE VIRCHOW FOUNDATION
 
B e r l i n  G l o b a l  H e a l t h  C o l l e c t i v e
D o r o t h e e n s t r .  8 3
1 0 1 1 7  B e r l i n  |  G e r m a n y
f r i e n d s @ v i r c h o w . f o u n d a t i o n
h t t p s : / / v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / f r i e n d s /

D r .  H a r a l d  H a s s e l m a n n
C h a i r

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e
V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n

https://virchowprize.org/friends/
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The  V i rchow Foundat ion  cord ia l ly  thanks  our  f r iends  and  partners  in  shar ing
and support ing  our  jo int  a ims  in  l ine  wi th  the  hea l th- re lated  Uni ted  Nat ions
2030  Agenda  Susta inable  Deve lopment  Goa ls  s ince  estab l i sh ing  the  V i rchow
Foundat ion  and the  V i rchow Pr ize  in  2021 :
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KEY PARTNER MAJOR SUPPORTERS

DONORS &  SUPPORTERS |  IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS

PERSONAL DONORS
Dr .  h .c .  F r iede  Spr inger
Dr .  Andreas  Eckert
Prof .  Dr .  Wol fgang Maennig
Dr .  Dr .  H i ldegard  &  Prof .  Dr .  Wol fgang Göhde
Further  anonymous  supporters

A PLATFORM FOR CHANGE
BUILDING A  FUTURE TOWARDS HEALTH FOR ALL
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