












Polio-endemic countries in 1985
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Before the launch of the GPEI, 
125 countries globally were 
polio-endemic, with an 
estimated 350,000 cases of 
wild poliovirus per year.

Today, there are only two 
endemic countries --  
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The 
case count for 2024 was 99.









Persistent wild poliovirus in endemic countries
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Afghanistan Pakistan

• Primary challenge: Weak political commitment 
resulting in poor quality SIAs, especially in south 
region.

• Limited ownership by provincial authorities in south 
contributed to incomplete implementation of ‘Reset 
Strategy.’

• Ban on female community-based workers, particularly 
in the south.

• Primary challenge: Persistent inaccessibility in South 
KP contributing to significant number of unreached 
children.

• Challenges to consistent high-quality vaccination 
campaigns in historic reservoir areas.

• SIA quality and coverage compromised by vaccine 
hesitancy.

Common across the epidemiological bloc

• Low RI coverage in polio-affected areas.
• Intense population movement in-country and across borders, including returnees, requires constant mapping 

and flexible and targeted strategies to vaccinate mobile and migrant populations (MMPs).
• Misinformation about polio and polio vaccinations creates distrust and loss of confidence in eradication efforts.





Epicurve of Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) and environmental cVDPV2 cases
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