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INC-4  Suggestions from WBCSD Tire Industry Project for Revised Draft Document reference UNEP/PP/INC.4/3 28 December 2023 
 

Text reference Text preference and suggestions for inclusion Rationale 

In General Preference options which are: 
*Science based 
*Backed by credible source and data points 
*Inclusive of stakeholders 
*Align with other relevant global and regional instruments, obligations and compliances 

Is based on fact 
Gives certainty to all stakeholders 
Allows inclusion and catalyses change 
across stakeholders 
Ensures measures are aligned and not 
conflicting or confusing 

Part I   

3. Definition 
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Important to consult with stakeholders when creating the definitions, the annexes and ensure meaningful 
engagement in the Governance processes 

Consulting with stakeholders when forming 
the definition will ensure technical 
accuracy, build consensus and ensures 
relevant current context is included 

4. Principles 
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Option 1 

Text keep and change suggestions: 
KEEP 
s. Circular economy 
u. Best available science 
z. Measures taken to address plastic pollution should not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable 
discrimination or a disguised restriction on international trade 

n. Transparency? 
CONSIDER ALSO ADDING:  

• SECTOR SPECIFIC 

• TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE 

• STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

• IN ALIGNMENT WITH REQUIREMENTS UNDER OTHER RELEVANT INTERGOVERNMENTAL, 
GLOBAL, REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL BODIES, INSTRUMENTS, OBLIGATIONS, 
AGREEMENTS AND PROCESSES 

To emphasise expectation of science and 
fact-based decision making and 
management, to catalyse acceleration 
towards circular economy principles of 
reuse, renew and reduce primary material 
use 
 
Consider also adding some new and 
important principles to support successful 
implementation  

Option 6 Most feasible option Emphasises circular economy approach 

Part II   

5. Product 
design, 
composition 
and 
performance 
 
a Product design 
and performance 
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Text keep and change suggestions 

 
*Subject to their national plan and based upon national circumstances and capabilities and available 
scientific results  
ADD: BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE 
 
*Taking into account the relevant international standards and guidelines, including any relevant sector- or 
product-specific standards and guidelines, and assure compliance with ADD: IN ALIGNMENT WITH 
RELEVANT sectoral requirements UNDER OTHER RELEVANT INTERGOVERNMENTAL, GLOBAL, 

ADD: BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE – A 
broader meaning of science will include 
data, results, analysis and 
recommendations rather than the narrow 
‘results’. 
 
ADD: IN ALIGNMENT WITH RELEVANT 
SECTORAL OBLIGATIONS... – This is 
clearer as there are different 
intergovernmental global, regional and 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/44526/RevisedZeroDraftText.pdf
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Option 1 c ter REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL BODIES, INSTRUMENTS, OBLIGATIONS, AGREEMENTS AND 
PROCESSES 
 
KEEP 
*Enhancing circularity 
*Taking into account Confidential Business Information (CBI) 

national obligations which can be legal, or 
policy based. It is important the various 
expectations are in alignment and not 
conflicting with each other in order to 
deliver certainty for industry and 
management bodies. 

b. Reduce, etc &  
circularity 
approachesPage 
21 

Consider inclusion of text such as: 
 
ADD 
*TAKE EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO PROMOTE RELEVANT CIRCULARITY APPROACHES  

Good to take the opportunity to signal 
expectation and accelerate transition 
toward circular economy principles 

8. Emissions 
and release of 
plastic 
throughout the 
lifecycle 
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Consider ensuring these important elements are included in final option: 
 

• BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE 

• TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE 

• SECTOR SPECIFIC GUIDANCE 

• FEASIBLE TIMELINES 

• NATIONALLY DETERMINED REGULATIONS 
• IN ALIGNMENT WITH REQUIREMENTS UNDER OTHER RELEVANT INTERGOVERNMENTAL, 

GLOBAL, REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL BODIES, INSTRUMENTS, OBLIGATIONS, 
AGREEMENTS AND PROCESSES  

• COORDINATING WITH STAKEHOLDERS 

There are many options and variations of 
this section in the zero draft. Whatever 
option the member states decide needs to 
have these core elements included to 
ensure success. 
 
For example, there are performance, health 
and safety requirements that apply to many 
products 

9. Waste 
management 
 
9.a 
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Consider including text such as: 
ADD:  
*THROUGH A SECTORAL OR SECTOR-SPECIFIC APPROACH 
 
*BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE WASTE HIERARCHY, PROMOTING 
THE PRINCIPLES OF CIRCULARITY, AND REQUIREMENTS UNDER OTHER RELEVANT AND 
ALIGNED INTERGOVERNMENTAL GLOBAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS, 
INSTRUMENTS, AGREEMENTS AND PROCESSES  
 
*BASED ON BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE 

It is important that the approaches take into 
account the technical and operational 
context of each sector, the waste hierarchy 
and relevant intergovernmental global, 
regional and national obligations. As well as 
compliance on waste, there are product, 
safety and performance obligations to 
meet, and it is important processes are 
aligned and not conflicting.  

Part IV   

1. National 
Plans 

 
Page 51 

 
 
Option 1 

 
1.r 

Consider keeping this text: 
r. Promoting, encouraging and incorporating action by all stakeholders to address plastic pollution, 
including the private sector, informal plastics waste sector, waste pickers, Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities;  
 
Consider adding new text such as 
ADD:  
DD. BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE 

Important to include and acknowledge the 
role of all stakeholders in waste 
management. 
 
It is important that the approaches take into 
account the technical and operational 
context of each sector, best available 
science and relevant intergovernmental 
global, regional and national obligations. As 
well as compliance on waste, there are 
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EE. DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE AND IN ALIGNMENT WITH REQUIREMENTS UNDER OTHER 
RELEVANT INTERGOVERNMENTAL, GLOBAL, REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL BODIES, 
INSTRUMENTS, OBLIGATIONS, AGREEMENTS AND PROCESSES 
FF. SECTOR-SPECIFIC APPROACHES 
GG. TIMELINES FOR BEST PRACTICES THAT ALLOW FOR CAPABILITY TO INNOVATE AND ADAPT  
HH. STRENGTHENING THE SCIENCE POLICY INTERFACE BY SEEKING EXPERTISE AND 
MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR INCLUDING INDUSTRY, 
SCIENTISTS, GOVERNMENTS AND CIVIL SOCIETY 

product, safety and performance 
obligations to meet, and it is important 
processes are aligned and not conflicting. 
 
Timelines need to be feasible to ensure 
success. 

5. International 
Cooperation 
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5. 1 

 
5.3.c 

Preferred option should include language from 5.1 
 
...relevant intergovernmental organizations [and other entities], including relevant scientific organizations 
and bodies, to support the effective implementation of this instrument* and the achievement of its 
objective, [while avoiding any duplication of efforts][including through strengthening and enhancing 
cooperation [with and among relevant legal instruments and frameworks, as well as global, regional, 
subregional and sectoral bodies 
 
And include language from 3.c 
 
The promotion of technical and scientific cooperation, including regional platforms or databases, technical-
scientific cooperation projects, and networks of technical centres;   

Recommend consistency and alignment in 
processes and rules with the idea of 
harmonization of standards at the 
international level (for example, there are 
many requirements for the transport 
industry decided through UNECE 
processes such as World Forum for 
Harmonisation of Vehicle Regulations – WP 
29.) 
 
 
 
 

8. Partner and 
stakeholder 
engagement 
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8.1 

8.2  

Preferred option should keep the following language: 

1.A multi-stakeholder action agenda that promotes inclusive, representative and transparent actions and 
leverages efforts through existing bodies, partnerships and other initiatives is hereby established. 
2.b Provide a space for relevant stakeholders [who wish to do so to report][to share information] on action 
taken in support of the achievement of the objective of this instrument 
3.Incentivise an all of society approach 

Multistakeholder and all of society 
approaches include, incentivize and 
acknowledge the role of all stakeholders  

Part V   

1. Governing 
body 
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5.b 

 
5.c 

 
5.i 

Suggest including language from options such as: 
5.b Cooperate, where appropriate, with competent international organizations and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental bodies;   
5.c. Request and consider scientific and technical assessments or reviews from the subsidiary bodies to 
the instrument or any independent body linked to the instrument*;   
5.i. Review information made available to it, including through national reporting and subsidiary bodies;   
 
CONSIDER ADDING NEW TEXT: 
ADD:  
AND INCLUDE MECHANISMS FOR INCLUSION OF RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS, INCLUDING THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR, TO ENABLE THEM TO CONTRIBUTE BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE, 
KNOWLEDGE, TECHNIQUES AND PRACTICES  

Recommend consistency and alignment in 
processes and rules with the idea of 
harmonization of standards at the 
international level (e.g. UNECE Task Force 
on Tyre Abrasion. Euro 7 made direct 
reference to UNECE showing willingness to 
align with global standards). 
Include relevant stakeholders as potential 
contributors to the work of the new 
Governing Body (to establish guidelines on 
best available practices and techniques for 
mitigation 

Enabling contribution of stakeholders like 
industry means being able to leverage the 

https://unece.org/transport/vehicle-regulations/world-forum-harmonization-vehicle-regulations-wp29
https://unece.org/transport/vehicle-regulations/world-forum-harmonization-vehicle-regulations-wp29
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operational experience, most innovative 
practices and best available science 

Part VI Annexes In general, in the development of annexes, it is important to consult with stakeholders, they should be 
science based, and any timelines should allow for capability to innovate and adapt 

 

Annexe E 
Emissions & 
release, plastics 
- lifecycle 
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Include language such as: 
best available science, technically feasible, stakeholder consultation and inclusion, sectoral specific 
approaches, nationally determined, developed in accordance with requirements under intergovernmental 
obligations, agreements and processes 

Important for decision making to be based 
on best available science and techniques, 
to include stakeholders and ensure 
alignment between obligations under 
different processes and laws. 

 


